
It’s All Good! (Philippians 1:1-18) 

Philippians 1:1-11 

“Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints in 

Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in 

every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, for your 

fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, being 

confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work 

in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is 

right for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, 

inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense and 

confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. 

For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the 

affection of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound 

still more and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you 

may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere 

and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled with the 
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fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and 

praise of God.” Philippians 1:1-11 NKJV 

Philippians 1:1-11 

...being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a 

good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 

Philippians 1:6 

Author, Finisher, Painful but Worth it!  

“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great 

a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and 

the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with 

endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto 

Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 

joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 

the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. For consider Him who endured such 

hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become 

weary and discouraged in your souls. You have not yet 

resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. And you have 

forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: 

“My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, 

Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; For 

whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every 
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son whom He receives.” If you endure chastening, God 

deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom 

a father does not chasten? But if you are without 

chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you 

are illegitimate and not sons. Furthermore, we have had 

human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them 

respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection 

to the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed for a few 

days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for 

our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness. 

Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, 

but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the 

peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have been 

trained by it.” Hebrews 12:1-11 NKJV 

It’s All Worth it!  

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are 

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be 

revealed in us.” Romans 8:18 NKJV 

What’s good for the master is good for the student! 

“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by 

whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to 

make the captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings.” Hebrews 2:10 NKJV 
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“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before 

it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would 

love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I 

chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 

you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is 

not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they 

will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will 

keep yours also. But all these things they will do to you 

for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who 

sent Me.” John 15:18-21 NKJV 

Perfect and Complete  

“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 

trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” James 

1:2-4 NKJV 

Lacking nothing—you will have all Truth  

““I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. However, when He, the Spirit of truth, 

has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will 

not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears 

He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” John 

16:12-13 NKJV 
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The day of Jesus (First coming? Second coming? Fully 

formed in me?) 

“Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, does not 

differ at all from a slave, though he is master of all, but is 

under guardians and stewards until the time appointed 

by the father. Even so we, when we were children, were 

in bondage under the elements of the world. But when 

the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His 

Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem 

those who were under the law, that we might receive the 

adoption as sons.” Galatians 4:1-5 NKJV 

“My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until 

Christ is formed in you,” Galatians 4:19 NKJV 

...both in my chains and in the defense and confirmation of 

the gospel, you all are partakers with me of grace. Philippians 

1:7 

We are all on the same team 

“Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To 

those who have obtained like precious faith with us by 

the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of 

God and of Jesus our Lord,” II Peter 1:1-2 NKJV 
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There is Grace in the persecution and chains 

“Then Jews from Antioch and Iconium came there; and 

having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and 

dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead. 

However, when the disciples gathered around him, he 

rose up and went into the city. And the next day he 

departed with Barnabas to Derbe. And when they had 

preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, 

they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, 

strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to 

continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many 

tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”” Acts 14:19-22 

NKJV 

There is supernatural strength and witness in the chains! 

Supernatural Release from Prison: “But when the officers 

came and did not find them in the prison, they returned 

and reported, saying, “Indeed we found the prison shut 

securely, and the guards standing outside before the doors; 

but when we opened them, we found no one inside!” 

Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and 

the chief priests heard these things, they wondered what 

the outcome would be. So one came and told them, 

saying, “Look, the men whom you put in prison are 
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standing in the temple and teaching the people!” Then the 

captain went with the officers and brought them without 

violence, for they feared the people, lest they should be 

stoned. And when they had brought them, they set them 

before the council. And the high priest asked them, saying, 

“Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this 

name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 

doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on us!” But 

Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We 

ought to obey God rather than men. The God of our 

fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on 

a tree. Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince 

and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of 

sins. And we are His witnesses to these things, and so also 

is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey 

Him.”” Acts 5:22-32 NKJV 

Beat, Release, Rejoice!  “When they heard this, they were 

furious and plotted to kill them. Then one in the council 

stood up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law 

held in respect by all the people, and commanded them to 

put the apostles outside for a little while. And he said to 

them: “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what you 

intend to do regarding these men. For some time ago 

 of 7 20



Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody. A number of 

men, about four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and 

all who obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing. 

After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the 

census, and drew away many people after him. He also 

perished, and all who obeyed him were dispersed. And 

now I say to you, keep away from these men and let them 

alone; for if this plan or this work is of men, it will come 

to nothing; but if it is of God, you cannot overthrow it—

lest you even be found to fight against God.” And they 

agreed with him, and when they had called for the 

apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they 

should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 

So they departed from the presence of the council, 

rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame 

for His name. And daily in the temple, and in every house, 

they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 

Christ.” Acts 5:33-42 NKJV 

I have prospered in all circumstances (Later in this very 

letter) 

“Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in 

whatever state I am, to be content: I know how to be 

abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all 

 of 8 20



things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, 

both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:11-13 

NKJV 

Confirmation—all partakes in this same grace! (Remember 

II Peter 1:1: To those who have obtained like precious 

faith...) 

“Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your 

call and election sure, for if you do these things [build on 

your faith with seven steps and forger your past sins] you 

will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to 

you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.” II Peter 1:10-11 NKJV 

And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more 

in knowledge and all discernment, Philippians 1:9 

Abounding in Knowledge  

“Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord 

Jesus and your love for all the saints, do not cease to give 

thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 

may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in 

the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding 
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being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope 

of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His 

inheritance in the saints, and what is the exceeding 

greatness of His power toward us who believe, according 

to the working of His mighty power which He worked in 

Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated 

Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,” Ephesians 

1:15-20 NKJV 

“For if these things [*the 7 things in verses 5-7] are yours 

and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in 

the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” II Peter 1:8 

NKJV  

*Virtue, Knowledge, Self Control, Perseverance, 

Godliness, Brother Kindness, Love 

...that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you 

may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ 

Jesus...Philippians 1:10 

Approve things Excellent 

“Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and 

make your boast in God, and know His will, and 

approve the things that are excellent, being instructed 

out of the law,” Romans 2:17-18 NKJV 
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“What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of 

circumcision? Much in every way! Chiefly because to 

them were committed the oracles of God.” Romans 3:1-2 

NKJV 

“Blessed is the man Who walks not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor sits in the 

seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the 

LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.” 

Psalms 1:1-2 NKJV 

Without Offense 

“Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible that no 

offenses should come, but woe to him through whom 

they do come! It would be better for him if a millstone 

were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the 

sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones. 

Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, 

rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins 

against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a 

day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive 

him.”” Luke 17:1-4 NKJV 

“Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses 

must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense 

comes! “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off 
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and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life 

lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two 

feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye 

causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you. It is 

better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than 

having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire.” Matthew 

18:7-9 NKJV 

...being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by 

Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:11 

Fruits of Righteousness   

“But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 

put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 

things of the world to put to shame the things which are 

mighty; and the base things of the world and the things 

which are despised God has chosen, and the things 

which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that 

no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you 

are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from 

God—and righteousness and sanctification and 

redemption— that, as it is written, “He who glories, let 

him glory in the LORD.”” I Corinthians 1:27-31 NKJV 
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. And 

those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also 

walk in the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, 

provoking one another, envying one another.” Galatians 

5:22-26 NKJV 

You will know mine by their fruit  

“You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather 

grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, 

every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad 

fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad 

tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by 

their fruits you will know them.” Matthew 7:16-20 NKJV 

Philippians 1:12-18 

“But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened 

to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, 

so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all 

the rest, that my chains are in Christ; and most of the brethren in 

the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more 
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bold to speak the word without fear. Some indeed preach Christ 

even from envy and strife, and some also from goodwill: The former 

preach Christ from selfish ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add 

affliction to my chains; but the latter out of love, knowing that I am 

appointed for the defense of the gospel. What then? Only that in 

every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and 

in this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.” Philippians 1:12-18 NKJV 

Outline Philippians 1:12-18 

“But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which 

happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance 

of the gospel... Philippians 1:12 

All things work for good  

“And we know that all things work together for good to 

those who love God, to those who are the called according 

to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that 

He might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover 

whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He 

called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these 

He also glorified.” Romans 8:28-30 NKJV 

“What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, 

who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, 

 of 14 20



but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him 

also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge 

against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who 

condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 

risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes 

intercession for us. Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written: 

“For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted 

as sheep for the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I am 

persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to 

come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, 

shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:31-39 NKJV 

...so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, 

and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; Philippians 

1:13 

Suffering as a Testimony  

“Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our 

Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the 
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sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,” 

II Timothy 1:8 NKJV 

“For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your 

faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and 

suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable 

before God. For to this you were called, because Christ 

also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you 

should follow His steps:” I Peter 2:20-21 NKJV 

...and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become 

confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the 

word without fear. Philippians 1:14 

Boldness to speak  

“Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was 

raised from the dead according to my gospel, for which I 

suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; 

but the word of God is not chained. Therefore I endure 

all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may 

obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal 

glory. This is a faithful saying [But not a quote from 

scripture]: For if we died with Him, We shall also live 

with Him. If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If 

we deny Him, He also will deny us. If we are faithless, 
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He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.” II Timothy 

2:8-13 NKJV 

For if we died with Him, We shall also live with 

Him. 

“Or do you not know that as many of us as were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 

death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 

baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we 

also should walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:3-4 

NKJV 

If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. 

“But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And 

this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all 

the world as a witness to all the nations, and then 

the end will come.” Matthew 24:13-14 NKJV 

If we deny Him, He also will deny us.  

““Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him 

I will also confess before My Father who is in 

heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I 

will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 10:32-33 NKJV 
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If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot 

deny Himself 

“God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of 

man, that He should repent. Has He said, and will 

He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not 

make it good?” Numbers 23:19 NKJV 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 

forever.” Hebrews 13:8 NKJV 

“And this is the sign to you from the LORD, that the 

LORD will do this thing which He has spoken:” 

Isaiah 38:7 NKJV 

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My 

mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall 

accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in 

the thing for which I sent it.” Isaiah 55:11 NKJV 

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is  

common to man; but God is faithful, who will not 

allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, 

but with the temptation will also make the way of 

escape, that you may be able to bear it.” I 

Corinthians 10:13 NKJV 

“Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three 

times that it might depart from me. And He said to 
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me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength 

is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly 

I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take 

pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 

persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.” II Corinthians 

12:8-10 NKJV 

“Some indeed preach Christ even from envy and strife, and 

some also from goodwill: The former preach Christ from selfish 

ambition, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 

chains; but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed 

for the defense of the gospel. What then? Only that in every 

way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is preached; and in 

this I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice.” Philippians 1:15-18 

Pretense:  

What is Pretense? 

In what ways are you pretentious? 

Truth:   

What is truth? 

Are you living in truth? 

What do you do when truth is challenged? 
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Why can Paul say this; “Whether in pretense or in truth, as 

long as Christ is preached, I will rejoice.”?  

NEXT WEEK 

A Life in Christ (Philippians 1:19-30) 
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