
Topical Sermon:  
MANNY FERNANDEZ  

• Genesis 37-50  

• Ephesians 4:31-32 

Title: 
BITTER (-) LESS  

• Hebrews 12:14-15  

• Deuteronomy 30:19-20     

SEED: 

 “Joseph, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock 

with his brothers. And Joseph brought a bad report of them to their 

father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his sons, 

when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 

brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. 

Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they 

hated him even more. His brothers said to him, are you indeed to 

reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So, they hated 

him even more for his dreams and for his words. He dreamed 

another dream and told it to his brothers. But when he told it to 

Father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him, and his brothers 

were jealous, but the father kept the saying in mind. His brothers 

went to pasture their fathers flock near Shechem. Israel said go now 
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see if it is well with your brothers and with the flock and bring me 

word. They (his brothers) saw him from afar, and before he came 

near, they conspired to kill him. But Reuben rescued him out of 

their hands saying, let us not take his life, throw him into the pit 

here in the wilderness. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 

They sat down to eat, looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 

with their camels. Judah said to his brothers let us sell him, let not 

our hand be upon him our own flesh . They drew Joseph out of the 

pit and sold him for twenty shekels of silver. They (Ishmaelites) 

took him to Egypt and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of 

the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites. The 

Lord was with Joseph , and he became a successful man. His 

master saw that the Lord was with him and put him in charge of all 

that he had. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 

His master’s wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, lie with me! But 

he refused. But one day, when he went into the house to do his 

work, she caught him by his garment. But he left his garment in her 

hand and fled and got out of the house. As soon as his master heard 

the words that his wife spoke to him, his anger was kindled. And 

Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison. But the Lord was 

with Joseph and showed him steadfast love. 

  Joseph was thirty years old when he entered the service of 

Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the presence of 
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Pharaoh and went through all the land of Egypt.” Before the year of 

famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Joseph called the 

name of the first, “God has made me forget all my hardship and all 

my father’s house.” The name of the second he called, “God has 

made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” The seven years of 

famine began to come, as Joseph had said. 

  When Jacob (Israel) learned that there was grain for sale in 

Egypt, he said to his sons. Go down and buy grain for us there, that 

we may live and not die. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed 

themselves before him, Joseph recognized them, but he treated 

them like strangers, Joseph remembered the dreams (raise a 

question about this subject). Then they said to one another, in truth 

we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of 

his soul, when he begged us and we did not listen. That is why this 

distress has come upon us. Reuben answered them, did I not tell 

you not to sin against the boy? But Joseph said to them, Do not 

fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil 

against me, but God meant it for good.”  

   

  A condensed version of the life of Joseph (Genesis 37-50) 
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FRUIT:  

 “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be 

put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave 

you.” Ephesians 4:31-32 NKJV 

 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no 

one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the 

grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up cause 

trouble, and by this many become defiled;” Hebrews 12:14-15 

NKJV 

 “I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I 

have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore 

choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; that you 

may love the Lord your God, that you may obey His voice, and that 

you may cling to Him, for He is your life and the length of your 

days; and that you may dwell in the land which the Lord swore to 

your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”” 

Deuteronomy 30:19-20 NKJV 
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