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SEED: 

 ”Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor 

and another for dishonor?”Romans 9:21 NKJV 

  ”As He says also in Hosea: “I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, 

who was not beloved.”“ 

Romans 9:25 NKJV 

 ”Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand 

of the sea, The remnant will be saved.“ Romans 9:27 NKJV 

 ”What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to 

righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained 

to the law of righteousness.“ Romans 9:30-31 NKJV 

 ”As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, And whoever believes 

on Him will not be put to shame.”“ Romans 9:33 NKJV 

FRUIT:  

 ”“Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which 

your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the Lord! And if it seems evil to you to 

serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers 

served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as 

for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”” Joshua 24:14-15 NKJV 

INTRODUCTION TO TODAY’S MESSAGE: 

 You came prepackaged with an ensemble of built-in character traits. These personal attributes seem 

to be part of your inborn nature. Many of them are good and can be used for good; some are not so good, 

and those can tend to hurt you and others. Then add life-experiences to your natural tendencies, and your 

unique personality becomes cemented. Yet, life is not all sunshine and rainbows; difficult moments arise 
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when the not so pretty aspects of your unique personality take over and rule the day. This oftentimes can 

inflame circumstances. In those moments you might recognize from a feeling of inner turmoil and conviction, 

or because it was pointed out, that you are not only harming yourself and others, but that your behavior is 

offensive to God. A great controversy ensues and you put God on trial for how He made you. “Why have 

you made me this way?” The inner voice gets louder. “This is the way I am; I was born this way. If it’s wrong, 

then why did God make me like this? If God gave me certain natural instincts and tendencies and those 

involuntarily intersected with life and formed who I am, and some of those ways offend God, then it must be 

God’s fault.” What would God say about your reasoning? “Who are you to talk back to God, to question 

Him?”  

 In the famous experiments that Ivan Pavlov conducted with his dogs, he believed that events could 

trigger a conditioned response. In 1902, Pavlov started with the premise that there are some things that a dog 

does not need to learn. For example, dogs don’t learn to salivate whenever they see food. This instinctive 

behavior is a reflex and is hard-wired into the dog. However, Pavlov showed that dogs could be conditioned 

to salivate at the sound of a bell if that sound was repeatedly presented at the same time that they were given 

food. This conditioned response or triggered behavior demonstrated the formation of a new association 

between the unconditioned stimulus (inborn nature) and the neutral stimulus (life experiences). Pavlov’s 

research shed light on the underlying mechanisms of learning and provided a framework to understand how 

environmental stimuli and repetitive experiences can shape our behaviors and responses. 

 If God made a dog to act like a dog, then He certainly can’t punish the dog for being a dog. And 

aren’t humans just like animals, with animal instincts hard-wired into us? It seems plausible that the same 

reasoning should apply to humans. How can God fault you for displaying the very nature that He willfully 

placed in you? No man can reject what was inserted in him before his birth. Therefore, we must conclude 

that Yahweh is responsible when you “act like a dog.” 

 To a certain degree, it’s true, but this faulty argument quickly fades as it runs into its limitations. 

Humans can opt out of their inherent nature, their conditioned responses and triggered behaviors, because 

we were created in the image of God. The dog was not! Man is the only member of God’s creation that 

carries His DNA. As such, no matter how deeply hidden, you have the option to express the DNA of your 

Creator. But, the full expression of God’s genetics can only manifest when, by grace, you personally 

encounter God, and you become aware of who He is and who you are in Him. However, this encounter will 

not change your personality or your triggered behaviors. Your new creature will still look like the old you and 

will tend to act like the old you, unless you purposely change. Those built-in character traits and the 

conditioning from your life experiences can only be effectively altered with God’s help—with further access 

to His grace. 

 When you come naked and vulnerable before the Lord a whole pantheon of personal gods and idols 

are uncovered. And when the god of self is exposed, the one who sits on the throne as your supreme leader, 

you must make a choice. Serve Yahweh—or all the gods on the other side of the River and in Egypt that are 
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lurking in your heart. We are all on the same journey from slavery to freedom, from the bondage to sin to 

becoming a prisoner of righteousness. And that is not without a tsunami of emotions, rising to destroy the old 

man and receding to reveal the catastrophic damage to the carnal nature left behind. 

CLAY POTS 

1. A Rollercoaster of Emotions 

A. Yahweh is Sovereign 

(1) A Poor Excuse 

(a) We must begin this section where we ended the last—with Pharaoh. 

1. ”You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?”

“ Romans 9:19 NKJV 

2. The Plague of Darkness: ”But the Lord hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let 

them go. Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me! Take heed to yourself and see 

my face no more! For in the day you see my face you shall die!” So Moses said, “You 

have spoken well. I will never see your face again.”“ Exodus 10:27-29 NKJV 

3. God’s truth will come against anything that puts itself over Him: ”Now I, Paul, myself 

am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ—who in presence am 

lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you. But I beg you that when I am 

present I may not be bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold against 

some, who think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. For though we walk in the 

flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not 

carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments and 

every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought 

into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience 

when your obedience is fulfilled.“ II Corinthians 10:1-6 NKJV 

4. It will all be exposed: ”For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than 

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there is no 

creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him 

to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 4:12-13 NKJV 

5. ”“Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the 

gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the 

Lord! And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom 

you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side 

of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 

house, we will serve the Lord.””Joshua 24:14-15 NKJV 
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6. The Choice: We reject our old gods!  ”So the people answered and said: “Far be it 

from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods; for the Lord our God is 

He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 

bondage, who did those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way that we 

went and among all the people through whom we passed. And the Lord drove out from 

before us all the people, including the Amorites who dwelt in the land. We also will 

serve the Lord, for He is our God.”“ Joshua 24:16-18 NKJV 

7. You can’t serve both: ”But Joshua said to the people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for 

He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your transgressions nor your 

sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm 

and consume you, after He has done you good.”“ Joshua 24:19-20 NKJV 

8. You are a witnesses against yourselves: ”And the people said to Joshua, “No, but we 

will serve the Lord!” So Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves 

that you have chosen the Lord for yourselves, to serve Him.” And they said, “We are 

witnesses!” “Now therefore,” he said, “put away the foreign gods which are among you, 

and incline your heart to the Lord God of Israel.” And the people said to Joshua, “The 

Lord our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!” So Joshua made a covenant 

with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

“ Joshua 24:21-25 NKJV 

9. Sealed in stone:  ”Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And 

he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the 

Lord. And Joshua said to all the people, “Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for 

it has heard all the words of the Lord which He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a 

witness to you, lest you deny your God.” So Joshua let the people depart, each to his 

own inheritance.“ Joshua 24:26-28 NKJV 

10. ”…“Who is the Lord, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the 

Lord, nor will I let Israel go.”“ Exodus 5:1-2 

11. ”…“Go, sacrifice to your God in the land.”“ Exodus 8:25 

12. ”….“I have sinned this time. The Lord is righteous, and my people and I are wicked.” 

Exodus 9:27 

13. ”…“I have sinned against the Lord your God and against you. Now therefore, please 

forgive my sin only this once…”” Exodus 10:16-17  

14. ”“Now therefore, fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the 

gods which your fathers served on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the 

Lord! And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom 

you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side 
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of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my 

house, we will serve the Lord.””Joshua 24:14-15 NKJV 

(2) Why have you made me like this? 

(a) This is where the rubber hits the road in your understanding of God’s nature. 

1. ”But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to 

him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” Does not the potter have 

power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for 

dishonor?” Romans 9:20-21 NKJV 

2. ”“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or 

else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and 

mammon.“ Matthew 6:24 NKJV 

3. The disease of prIde: ”“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! 

How you are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations! For you have 

said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of 

God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; I 

will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ Yet you shall 

be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit.“ Isaiah 14:12-15 NKJV 

4. Don’t be lured into that trap! ”For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, 

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself 

transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers 

also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according 

to their works.“ II Corinthians 11:13-15 NKJV 

5. God NEVER said that: ”And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the 

trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God 

has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” Then the serpent 

said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that in the day you eat of it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”” Genesis 

3:2-5 NKJV 

6. I did it my way!  ”Now the Lord sent you on a mission, and said, ‘Go, and utterly 

destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.’ 

Why then did you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you swoop down on the 

spoil, and do evil in the sight of the Lord?” And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed 

the voice of the Lord, and gone on the mission on which the Lord sent me, and brought 

back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. But the people took 

of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly 

destroyed, to sacrifice to the Lord your God in Gilgal.” So Samuel said: “Has the Lord 
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as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. For rebellion 

is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you 

have rejected the word of the Lord, He also has rejected you from being king.”“ I 

Samuel 15:18-23 NKJV 

B. Vessels of Wrath vs. Vessels of Mercy 

(1) God is Patient 

(a) Explanation: this is how it works.  

1. ”What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured 

with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, and that He 

might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had 

prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also 

of the Gentiles?“ Romans 9:22-24 NKJV 

2. Israel vs. Israel: ”But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not 

all Israel who are of Israel,“ Romans 9:6 NKJV 

3. Israel must opt in as well: ”And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be 

grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut out of the olive 

tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 

tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own 

olive tree?“ Romans 11:23-24 NKJV 

4. ”For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? 

Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. Now we have 

received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know 

the things that have been freely given to us by God.“ I Corinthians 2:11-12 NKJV 

THE PROPHETS SPEAK 

2. Scripture Defines Scripture 

A. God’s Word supports God’s Word 

(1) Paul refers to Scripture to make his point… 

(a) Not up for private interpretation… 

1. ”And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light 

that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 

hearts; knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, 

for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were 

moved by the Holy Spirit.“ II Peter 1:19-21 NKJV 
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(2) However… this was not reserved for just “holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the 

Holy Spirit” from the past!  

(a) We are assigned explore, be faithful, and to make known God’s hidden wisdom!  

1. ”As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 

manifold grace of God.“ I Peter 4:10 NKJV 

2. ”Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 

Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.“ I Corinthians 4:1-2 

NKJV 

3. ”I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh what is lacking in the 

afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church, of which I became a 

minister according to the stewardship from God which was given to me for you, to 

fulfill the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from 

generations, but now has been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make 

known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory.“ Colossians 1:24-27 NKJV 

4. ”It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, But the glory of kings is to search out a 

matter.“ Proverbs 25:2 NKJV 

5. ”But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 

ordained before the ages for our glory,“ I Corinthians 2:7 NKJV 

6. ”Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all these things?” They said to Him, “Yes, 

Lord.” Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe instructed concerning the 

kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and 

old.”“ Matthew 13:51-52 NKJV 

(3) It’s your job to uncover the mysteries of the Kingdom!  

(a)  It’s why Y’shua spoke in parables! 

1. ”And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to them in parables?” He 

answered and said to them, “Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of 

the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For whoever has, to him 

more will be given, and he will have abundance; but whoever does not have, even what 

he has will be taken away from him.“ Matthew 13:10-12 NKJV 

(b) Like the parable of the Talents Matthew 25:14-30 

1. The servant who executed his assignment: ”“So he who had received five talents came 

and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I 

have gained five more talents besides them.’ His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many 

things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.’“ Matthew 25:20-21 NKJV 

 of 7 13



2. The servant who wasted his assignment: ”Therefore take the talent from him, and give it 

to him who has ten talents. ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will 

have abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken 

away.“ Matthew 25:28-29 NKJV 

B. Hosea 

(1) Paul refers to Scripture to make his point… 

(a) Hosea Quote #1 & #2 

1. ”As He says also in Hosea: “I will call them My people, who were not My people, And 

her beloved, who was not beloved.” [Hosea 2:23] “And it shall come to pass in the 

place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ There they shall be called 

sons of the living God. [Hosea 1:10]”” Romans 9:25-26 NKJV 

2. ”Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, And I will have mercy on her who had not 

obtained mercy; Then I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’ 

And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’ ”“ Hosea 2:23 NKJV 

3. This is what comes immediately before Paul’s direct reference:  ”“Therefore, behold, I 

will allure her, Will bring her into the wilderness, And speak comfort to her. I will give 

her her vineyards from there, And the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; She shall sing 

there, As in the days of her youth, As in the day when she came up from the land of 

Egypt. “And it shall be, in that day,” Says the Lord, “That you will call Me ‘My 

Husband,’ And no longer call Me ‘My Master,’ For I will take from her mouth the 

names of the Baals, And they shall be remembered by their name no more. In that day 

I will make a covenant for them With the beasts of the field, With the birds of the air, 

And with the creeping things of the ground. Bow and sword of battle I will shatter from 

the earth, To make them lie down safely. “I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will 

betroth you to Me In righteousness and justice, In lovingkindness and mercy; I will 

betroth you to Me in faithfulness, And you shall know the Lord. “It shall come to pass 

in that day That I will answer,” says the Lord; “I will answer the heavens, And they shall 

answer the earth. The earth shall answer With grain, With new wine, And with oil; They 

shall answer Jezreel.“ Hosea 2:14-22 NKJV 

4. ”…‘You are not My people,’ There it shall be said to them, ‘You are sons of the living 

God.’“ Hosea 1:10 NKJV 

5. ”What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according to the flesh? For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 

For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him 

for righteousness.” [Genesis 15:6] Now to him who works, the wages are not counted 

as grace but as debt. But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies 
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the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, {13} For the promise that he would 

be the heir of the world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but 

through the righteousness of faith. {16} Therefore it is of faith that it might be according 

to grace, so that the promise might be sure to all the seed, not only to those who are of 

the law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us 

all“ Romans 4:1-5, 13, 16 NKJV 

6. (Genesis 15:1-6) “After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 

saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” But 

Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I go childless, and the heir of my 

house is Eliezer of Damascus?” Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no 

offspring; indeed one born in my house is my heir!” And behold, the word of the Lord 

came to him, saying, “This one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from 

your own body shall be your heir.” Then He brought him outside and said, “Look now 

toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to 

him, “So shall your descendants be.” {6} And he believed in the Lord, and He 

accounted it to him for righteousness.” Genesis 15:1-6 NKJV 

7. …we look at the whole verse: ”“Yet the number of the children of Israel Shall be as the 

sand of the sea, Which cannot be measured or numbered. And it shall come to pass In 

the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not My people,’ There it shall be said to 

them, ‘You are sons of the living God.’“ Hosea 1:10 NKJV 

C. Isaiah 

(1) Paul refers to Scripture to make his point… 

(a) Isaiah Quote #1(Isaiah 10:22) 

1. ”Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the children of Israel 

be as the sand of the sea, The remnant will be saved. (Isaiah 10:22) For He will finish 

the work and cut it short in righteousness, Because the Lord will make a short work 

upon the earth.”” Romans 9:27-28 NKJV 

2. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19), and see 

that there are TWO promises (Israel and Israel): ”Then the Angel of the Lord called to 

Abraham a second time out of heaven, and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the Lord, 

because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 

blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars 

of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall 

possess the gate of their enemies. In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 

blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”“ Genesis 22:15-18 NKJV 
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3. Isaiah intimates, and it is imperative that you recognize the contrast between two 

Israels. 

4. ”And it shall come to pass in that day That the remnant of Israel, And such as have 

escaped of the house of Jacob, Will never again depend on him who defeated them, But 

will depend on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. The remnant will return, the 

remnant of Jacob, To the Mighty God.“ Isaiah 10:20-21 NKJV  

5. And then Paul’s Reference: ”For though your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the 

sea, A remnant of them will return; The destruction decreed shall overflow with 

righteousness. For the Lord God of hosts Will make a determined end In the midst of all 

the land.“ Isaiah 10:22-23 NKJV 

6. ”that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on 

earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ Philippians 2:10-11 NKJV 

(b) Isaiah Quote #2 (Isaiah 1:9) 

1. ”And as Isaiah said before: “Unless the Lord of Sabaoth had left us a seed, We would 

have become like Sodom, And we would have been made like Gomorrah. (Isaiah 1:9)”

“ Romans 9:29 NKJV 

2. ”But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who 

are of Israel, nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, “In 

Isaac your seed shall be called.”“ Romans 9:6-7 NKJV  

3. “”Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we 

may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. To this end I also labor, striving according 

to His working which works in me mightily.“ Colossians 1:28-29 NKJV 

4. ”Hear the word of the Lord, You rulers of Sodom; Give ear to the law of our God, You 

people of Gomorrah: “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?” Says 

the Lord. “I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle. I do 

not delight in the blood of bulls, Or of lambs or goats. “When you come to appear 

before Me, Who has required this from your hand, To trample My courts? Bring no 

more futile sacrifices; Incense is an abomination to Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, 

and the calling of assemblies— I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. Your 

New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; They are a trouble to Me, I am 

weary of bearing them.“ Isaiah 1:10-14 NKJV 

5. ”When you spread out your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you 

make many prayers, I will not hear.” Isaiah 1:15 NKJV 
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6. ”“Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from 

before My eyes. Cease to do evil, Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke the oppressor; 

Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow.“ Isaiah 1:16-17 NKJV 

7. ”“Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins are like 

scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be 

as wool. If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land; But if you 

refuse and rebel, You shall be devoured by the sword”; For the mouth of the Lord has 

spoken.“ Isaiah 1:18-20 NKJV 

TRIP HAZARDS 

3. The Stumbling Block 

A. Two Laws 

(1) The Law of Righteousness/Faith 

(a) We must conclude with what certainly seems unfair, even completely absurd. 

1. ”What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have 

attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith; but Israel, pursuing the law of 

righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness.” Romans 9:30-31 NKJV 

(2) The Law of Works (See Wrongthink & Thoughtcrimes & Vernacular for a deep study on this 

topic.) 

(a) Faith vs. Works of Law 

1. “Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For 

they stumbled at that stumbling stone.” Romans 9:32 NKJV 

2. ”But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator 

of a better covenant, which was established on better promises. For if that first 

covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. 

Because finding fault with them, He says: “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, 

when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah

—“ Hebrews 8:6-8 NKJV 

3. ”For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the 

middle wall of separation, having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of 

commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from 

the two, thus making peace,“ Ephesians 2:14-15 NKJV 

4. ”For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own 

righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.” Romans 10:3 NKJV 

B. The Stumbling Block 

(1) The Rock of Offense 
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(a) One final time in this passage Paul returns to Isaiah to sink teeth into his premise. (Isaiah 

8:14; 28:16) 

1. ”As it is written: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, And 

whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.”” Romans 9:33 NKJV 

2. ”He will be as a sanctuary, But a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense To both the 

houses of Israel, As a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.“ Isaiah 8:14 

NKJV 

3. ”Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Behold, I lay in Zion a stone for a foundation, A 

tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a sure foundation; Whoever believes will not act 

hastily.“ Isaiah 28:16 NKJV 

4. Isaiah says, ”To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this 

word, it is because there is no light in them.“ Isaiah 8:20 NKJV 

5. ”Bind up the testimony, Seal the law among my disciples.“ Isaiah 8:16 NKJV (See Isaiah 

8:13-22) 

6. ”Your covenant with death will be annulled, And your agreement with Sheol will not 

stand; When the overflowing scourge passes through, Then you will be trampled down 

by it.“ Isaiah 28:18 NKJV (See Isaiah 28:16-19) 

7. ”For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of 

the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.”“ I Corinthians 

1:18-19 NKJV 

(2) Y’shua taught us with the perfect object lesson about the stumbling stone.  

(a) The parable of the wicked vinedressers: The son is the ultimate problem. If we get rid of him 

our problems is solved.  

1. ”“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set 

a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to 

vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his 

servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. And the vinedressers took 

his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, 

more than the first, and they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to 

them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the vinedressers saw the son, they 

said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his 

inheritance.’ So they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. 

“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

vinedressers?” They said to Him, “He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and 
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lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their 

seasons.”“ Matthew 21:33-41 NKJV 

(b) The Son is the Stumbling Block. Those that come against Him will be destroyed.  

1. ”Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the 

builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, And it 

is marvelous in our eyes’? [Psalms 118:22-23] “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of 

God will be taken from you and given to a nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever 

falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to 

powder.” Now when the chief priests and Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived 

that He was speaking of them. But when they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared 

the multitudes, because they took Him for a prophet.” Matthew 21:42-46 NKJV 

(3) Peter ties it altogether! 

(a) A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense. 

1. ”[You] Coming to Him as to a living stone [it’s your turn], rejected indeed by men, but 

chosen by God and precious, you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual 

house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 

Christ. Therefore it is also contained in the Scripture, “Behold, I lay in Zion A chief 

cornerstone, elect, precious, And he who believes on Him will by no means be put to 

shame.” Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; but to those who are 

disobedient, “The stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief 

cornerstone,” {8} and “A stone of stumbling And a rock of offense.” They stumble, 

being disobedient to the word, to which they also were appointed. [Your Calling…] But 

you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, 

that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had 

not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy [AGAIN Hosea 2:23].“ I Peter 

2:4-10 NKJV
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