=] KINGDOM EMBASSY MINISTRIES

PR — ¢ Remembering our Roots. Restoring Authority. Maturing Disciples. Advancing the Kingdom.

MAIN SCRIPTURES OBJECT LESSON: CHRIST IN
® ? Peter 1:9, 22; 1 Peter 4:3 YOU (THE HOPE OF GLORY)
e Galatians 5:16-26 e Two Identities

e Colossians 1:21-29 e Wreck Your Case

® |saiah 43:18-19; 25-26 e State Your Case

e Acts 6-8; Revelation 2-3 e Object Lessons

FOUNDATIONAL SCRIPTURES:

“It's as if he has forgotten he’s been completely cleansed from
his old sins. {22} Just as, “The dog returns to his own vomit” and
“the washed pig returns to wallowing in the mud.”” 2 Peter 1:9, 22

“The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity
and debauchery;” Galatians 5:19

“Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual impurity...” Romans 1:24

“For you have spent enough time in the past doing what
pagans do... engaging in sexual immorality, and lawlessly
worshiping detestable idols.” 1 Peter 4:3

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past or even
consider the things of old. See, I am doing a new thing!... {25} |
am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; and |

will not remember your sins. Remind Me of your Past so we can

1 of 47



first plead your case together. Then, you must learn to argue your
case for justification; in other words, you should be capable of
stating the case for your own innocence.” Isaiah 43:18-19, 25-26
“God is now pleased to make known what are the riches of
the glory of this mystery even among the Gentiles, which is Christ

in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 1:27

INTRODUCTION: Object Lesson: Christ in You, the Hope of Glory

Make every effort to add to your faith these seven things, and
in this precise sequence, if you wish to experience all of God’s
exceedingly great and precious promises, culminating in your
expression of the Divine Nature. To your faith add virtue,
knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, mutual affection,
and love. Adding these things in this sequence is what it means to
practice your faith. The benefits of doing so are exponential because
you were made in God’s image and to express His nature; “Christ in
you, the hope of glory.”

And vyet, there is one thing that will shipwreck everything! If
you don't truly comprehend your new identity in Christ and all that
it entails, you are bound to gravitate to your old identity. If you
don’t consistently embrace your new saintly nature, you will be
repeatedly tempted to express your old sinful nature. In other

words, your old nature, which should be dead and buried, is
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resuscitated. Reenergized by your own willful desires, your dead
nature resurrects, and your new identity in Christ fades into the
background of your daily life, as if you never really received one.
Don't let that happen to you! You've spent enough of your past
doing the will of the pagans. It’s time to lay aside all the heaviness
that comes with sin and to release all the iniquity which, in the past,
clung so closely to you. Now, run the race that is set before you
with steadfast, unwavering endurance, and get ready to experience

the only victory that never perishes.

TWO IDENTITIES
1. Two Natures

A. Your Old Identity (Nature)

(1) Your Pagan Past
(@) Living like a pagan...

1. “For we have spent enough of our past time doing the
desire of the Gentiles, and having walked in
lewdness, lusts, drunken binges, orgies, carousings,
and abominable idolatries.” 1 Peter 4:3 WEBUS

a) You have spent enough time in the past doing what
pagans choose to do!

(b) Pagans crave these things...
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1. “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate
the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and money. {31} So do not worry, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well.” Matthew 6:24, 31-33 NIV

a) Pagans chase money and provisions of the world!
(c) Pagans love the things of the world...

1. “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If
anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in
them. For everything in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—
comes not from the Father but from the world. The
world and its desires pass away, but whoever does
the will of God lives forever.” 1 John 2:15-17 NIV

a) Pagans seek to satisfy the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life!

(d) Pagans are weighed down by sin...
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“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight,
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us,” Hebrews
12:1 ESV

a) Pagans are easily entangled by sinful desires.

(e) Pagans are distracted by the affairs of this life...

1.

“No soldier on duty entangles himself in the affairs
of life, that he may please him who enrolled him as a
soldier.” 2 Timothy 2:4 WEBUS

a) Pagans are easily distracted by the world around

them.

(2) The Death of your Pagan Roots
(@) Died, Buried, Resurrected with Christ

1.

“May it never be! We who died to sin, how could we
live in it any longer? Or don’t you know that all of us
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? We were buried therefore with him
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
so we also might walk in newness of life. For if we

have become united with him in the likeness of his
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death, we will also be part of his resurrection;”
Romans 6:2-5 WEBUS
a) When Christ died, you died with Him.
b) When Christ was buried, you were buried with
Him.
c) When Christ resurrected, you were resurrected
with Him as a new creation!
B. Your New ldentity (Nature)
(1) A New Spirit, Soul, and Body
(@) The Wholistic Gospel

1. “May the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely. May your whole spirit, soul, and body be
preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 1 Thessalonians 5:23 WEBUS

a) Your new identity in Christ is to be set apart in
your spirit, soul, and body!
(b) Your New Spirit

1. “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you. You will be witnesses to me in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
uttermost parts of the earth.”” Acts 1:8 WEBUS

2. “But we received not the spirit of the world, but the

Spirit which is from God, that we might know the
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things that were freely given to us by God.” 1
Corinthians 2:12 WEBUS
a) You are now capable of being animated by the
Spirit of God!
(c) Your New Soul (Heart, Mind, Will, Emotions, Intentions)

1. “Don’t be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that
you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and
perfect will of God.” Romans 12:2 WEBUS

2. ““For who has known the mind of the Lord that he
should instruct him?” But we have Christ’s mind.” 1
Corinthians 2:16 WEBUS

a) You are now capable of thinking, feeling, and
emoting like Christ!
(d) Your New Body

1. “Don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit lives in you? If anyone destroys God’s
temple, God will destroy him; for God’s temple is
holy, which you are.” 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 WEBUS

2. “Or don’t you know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God?
You are not your own, for you were bought with a

price. Therefore glorify God in your body and in your
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spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:19-20
WEBUS
a) Your body is now the glorious living temple of
God!
(2) The Hope of Glory
(@) Your Glory
1. “But we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the
wisdom that has been hidden, which God
foreordained before the worlds for our glory,” 1
Corinthians 2:7 WEBUS
a) Mankind was originally made in the image of God
and sin caused man to be downgraded and
clothed in “animals skins.” (Genesis 3:21)
b) The redemption of Christ will allow mankind to
once again be clothed in the glory of God!

1) “For most certainly in this we groan, longing to
be clothed with our habitation which is from
heaven, if indeed being clothed, we will not be
found naked.” 2 Corinthians 5:2-3 WEBUS

(b) “Christ in you, the hope of glory.”
1. “You, being in past times alienated and enemies in
your mind in your evil deeds [evil behavior], yet now

he has reconciled in the body of his flesh [Christ’s
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physical body] through death, to present you holy
and without defect and blameless before him [free
from accusation], if it is so that you continue in the
faith, grounded and steadfast, and not moved away
from the hope of the Good News which you heard,
which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven,
of which I, Paul, was made a servant.” Colossians
1:21-23 WEBUS

a) The key here it to continue in the faith, grounded

and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope
of the Gospel!

“Now | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and fill
up on my part that which is lacking of the afflictions
of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the
assembly [for the sake of his body which is the
church], of which | was made a servant according to
the stewardship of God which was given me toward
you to fulfill the word of God [to present to you the
word of God in its fullness], the mystery which has
been hidden for ages and generations. But now it has
been revealed to his saints, to whom God was
pleased to make known what are the riches of the

glory of this mystery among the Gentiles [to also
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make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches
of this mystery], which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory. We proclaim him, admonishing every man and
teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may
present every man perfect [fully mature] in Christ
Jesus; for which I also labor, striving according to his
working, which works in me mightily.” Colossians
1:24-29 WEBUS

a) It was once a mystery, but now, access to the Holy
Spirit and to the mind of God has enabled is to
uncover the mystery.

b) Christ lives in us and therefore we are containers
of the glory of God. “Christ in you, the hope of
glory.”

1)  “I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. That life
which I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me and gave himself up
for me.” Galatians 2:20 WEBUS

c) This is ongoing process to be presented perfect
[fully mature] in Christ Jesus!

1) It takes reproof and chastisement.

2) It takes instruction in the wisdom of God.
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(c) The Glory of the Children of God
1. “that the creation itself also will be delivered from the
bondage of decay into the liberty of the glory of the
children of God.” Romans 8:21 WEBUS
a) Creation was corrupted because of the sin of man
in the Garden of Eden.
b) It will be restored when the Church comes into the
full glory of God.
(3) Inheritance
(@) Joint Heirs
1. “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are
children of God; and if children, then heirs—heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer
with him, that we may also be glorified with him.”
Romans 8:16-17 WEBUS
a) We just don’t have some random inheritance; we
share the exact inheritance as Christ!
(b) New Creation
1. “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation. The old things have passed away. Behold,
all things have become new.”2 Corinthians 5:17
WEBUS
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a) If you have been born-again in Christ, you are
actually a new person!

2. “Don't lie to one another, seeing that you have put
off the old man with his doings, and have put on the
new man, who is being renewed in knowledge after
the image of his Creator,” Colossians 3:9-10 WEBUS

a) You have been restored to the image of God!
(c) Authority

1. “Behold, I give you authority to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy.
Nothing will in any way hurt you.” Luke 10:19
WEBUS

a) You have been given access to the authority of
Christ.
(d) Life and Godliness

1. “seeing that his divine power has granted to us all
things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory
and virtue,” 2 Peter 1:3 WEBUS

a) You have been given all things; not just some
things.
(4) The Process of Transformation

(@) From Glory to Glory
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“But we all, with unveiled face seeing the glory of the
Lord as in a mirror, are transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord, the

Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 WEBUS

a) One day you will look in the mirror and Christ will

be staring back at you.

(b) The Maturing Process

1.

2.

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you fall into
various temptations, knowing that the testing of your
faith produces endurance. Let endurance have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete,
lacking in nothing.” James 1:2-4 WEBUS
a) The process of faith to love that leads to becoming
a mature adult in Christ must be tested by the fire
of suffering!
“For although by this time you should be teachers,
you again need to have someone teach you the
rudiments of the first principles of the revelations of
God. You have come to need milk, and not solid
food. For everyone who lives on milk is not
experienced in the word of righteousness, for he is a
baby. But solid food is for those who are full grown

[mature], who by reason of use have their senses
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exercised to discern good and evil.” Hebrews
5:12-14 WEBUS
a) The process of faith to love that leads to becoming
a mature adult in Christ requires you to exercise
reason and discernment.

3. “Therefore leaving the teaching of the first principles
of Christ, let’s press on to perfection [maturity]—not
laying again a foundation of repentance from dead
works, of faith toward God, of the teaching of
baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the
dead, and of eternal judgment. This will we do, if
God permits.” Hebrews 6:1-3 WEBUS

a) The process of faith to love that leads to becoming
a mature adult in Christ requires you to leave
behind the childhood principles of the faith.

4. “We speak wisdom, however, among those who are
full grown [mature], yet a wisdom not of this world
nor of the rulers of this world who are coming to
nothing.” 1 Corinthians 2:6 WEBUS

a) The process of faith to love that leads to becoming
a mature adult in Christ is guided by God’s

wisdom.
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5. “Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in
heaven is perfect.” Matthew 5:48 WEBUS
a) The outcome: you become a mature adult in
Christ.
(c) Obedience
1. “One who has my commandments and keeps them,
that person is one who loves me. One who loves me
will be loved by my Father, and | will love him, and
will reveal myself to him.” {23} Jesus answered him,
“If a man loves me, he will keep my word. My Father
will love him, and we will come to him and make
our home with him. He who doesn’t love me doesn’t
keep my words. The word which you hear isn’t mine,
but the Father’s who sent me.” John 14:21, 23-24
WEBUS
a) To become a mature adult in Christ requires
radical grace-empowered, faith-based obedience
to God.
(5) Risk Factors
(@) Divine Power
1. “seeing that his divine power has granted to us all

things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
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knowledge of him who called us by his own glory
and virtue,” 2 Peter 1:3 WEBUS

a) You have access to the power of God!

b) What can you do with that power?

(b) Resurrection Power
1. “and what is the exceeding greatness of his power
toward us who believe, according to that working of
the strength of his might which he worked in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and made him to
sit at his right hand in the heavenly places,”
Ephesians 1:19-20 WEBUS

a) As a Christian you have access to the power that
raised Christ from the grave.

b) This is an outstanding gift, but it comes with great
responsibility. You must steward it well.

c) You have the ability to use this power for many
good things, but it can also be used to resurrect
your old, dead nature!

(c) Two Spirits
1. “For who among men knows the things of a man
except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so,
no one knows the things of God except God’s Spirit.

But we received not the spirit of the world, but the
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2.

Spirit which is from God, that we might know the
things that were freely given to us by God.” 1
Corinthians 2:11-12 WEBUS

a) You were born with the spirit of man (the world).

b) You were born-again with the Spirit of God.

c) However, you maintain access to both!
“There is therefore now no condemnation to those
who are in Christ Jesus, who don’t walk according to
the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the
law of sin and of death. For what the law couldn’t do,
in that it was weak through the flesh, God did,
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh
and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, that the
ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us who
don’t walk according to the flesh, but according to
the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those
who live according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit.” Romans 8:1-5 WEBUS

a) You can live according to the flesh, animated by

the spirit of man, or... you can live according to

the Holy Spirit.
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b) If you choose the flesh, you will wreck your case.
c) You WILL choose your flesh if you get spiritual
amnesia, and forget you've been completely

cleansed from your old sins.

WRECK YOUR CASE
2. One Thing Wrecks Everything

A. Returning to Your Sin!

(1) Life-Altering Critical Negligence (The 1 Thing)

(@) One thing can shipwreck everything!

1. “He who lacks these things is approaching total
blindness. It’s as if he’s forgotten he’s been
completely cleansed from his old sins.” 2 Peter 1:9

a) Cause of Blindness: living in the past prevents you
from seeing in the future!
1) Forgetting you've ALREADY been cleansed...
a. You will not pursue... adding to your faith...
(You will instead pursue your past sins!)
b. Fullness of God’s promises becomes elusive.
c. Participation in Divine Nature—impossible!
b) How then should you live?
1) “For we have spent enough of our past time

doing the desire of the Gentiles [you have spent
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enough time in the past doing what pagans
choose to do], and having walked in lewdness,
lusts, drunken binges, orgies, carousings, and
abominable idolatries.” 1 Peter 4:3
2) “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every
weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set
before us,” Hebrews 12:1 ESV
a. You'‘ve invested enough into your former
pagan life. Don’t invest one more resource!
b. Don’t even contemplate your past sins!
c. Leave the past in the past and pursue
becoming more like Christ every day!
(2) What makes forgetting so devastating?
(@) “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He
removed our transgressions from us.” Psalms 103:12
(b) Going back is like...
1. “The dog [that] returns to his own vomit,” and “the
pig that has washed returns to wallowing in the

mud.” 2 Peter 2:22

B. When you forget you've been forgiven from your past sins,

you are bound to repeat them!
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(1) The Lusts of the Flesh vs. The Fruit of the Spirit

(@) “The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality,

impurity and debauchery;” Galatians 5:19 NIV
1.

“So | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify
the desires of the flesh. For the flesh desires what is
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary
to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so
that you are not to do whatever you want. But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. The
acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality,
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft;
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies,
and the like. I warn you, as | did before, that those
who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there
is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and

envying each other.” Galatians 5:16-26 NIV
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a) The acts of the flesh are obvious...these and more!

1) sexual 8) jealousy
immorality 9) fits of rage

2) impurity 10) selfish ambition

3) debauchery 11) dissensions

4) idolatry 12) factions

5) witchcraft 13) envy

6) hatred 14) drunkenness

7) discord 15) orgies

b) In Contrast...

1) “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.”

(2) If you insist on going back to your past sins, God will turn
you over to them!

(@) “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of
their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their
bodies with one another.” Romans 1:24 NIV

1. “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires
of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of
their bodies with one another. They exchanged the
truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served

created things rather than the Creator—who is forever
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praised. Amen. Because of this, God gave them over
to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged
natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the
same way the men also abandoned natural relations
with women and were inflamed with lust for one
another. Men committed shameful acts with other
men, and received in themselves the due penalty for
their error. Furthermore, just as they did not think it
worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do
what ought not to be done. They have become filled
with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit
and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters,
insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of
doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no
understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.
Although they know God’s righteous decree that
those who do such things deserve death, they not
only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practice them.” Romans

1:24-32 NIV
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a) God gave them over in the sinful desires of their
hearts to sexual impurity...
1) Because of this, God gave them over to
shameful lusts.
b) Then all other sins follow...
1) They did not think it worthwhile to retain the
knowledge of God...
2) So, God gave them over to a depraved mind!

c) Then what ensues is every kind of wickedness...

1) evil 11) godless

2) greed 12) insolent

3) depravity 13) arrogant

4) envy 14) boastful

5) murder 15) inventive of evil
6) strife 16) disobedient

7) deceit 17) no understanding
8) malice 18) no fidelity

9) gossiping 19) no love

10) slandering 20) no mercy

(b) That is why YOU are being REMINDED!
1. “Therefore I will not be negligent to remind you of
these things, though you know them and are

established in the present truth. | think it right, as
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long as | am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding
you, knowing that the putting off of my tent comes
swiftly, even as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to
me. Yes, | will make every effort that you may always
be able to remember these things even after my
departure.” 2 Peter 1:12-15 WEBUS

a) Peter uses his last words before his execution to

remind his students, and us, of the these truths...
b) It is not new information; they are already fully

established in these truths... and so should you!

STATE YOUR CASE
3. A Case for Christ in You
A. A Case for Perfection (Maturity)
(1) Legal Matters

(@) Forget the Past
1. “Don’t remember the former things, and don’t
consider the things of old. Behold, | will do a new
thing. It springs out now. Don't you know it? | will
even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the
desert.” Isaiah 43:18-19 WEBUS
a) Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past!

(2) Case Law
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(@) State Your Case!

1. “l, even |, am he who blots out your transgressions
for my own sake; and I will not remember your sins.
Put me in remembrance. Let us plead together.
Declare your case, that you may be justified.” Isaiah
43:25-26 WEBUS

a) Review the past with God, and argue the matter
together; then, state the case for your innocence.

b) God has forgotten your past sins and that gives you
permission to do the same!

c) Not doing so is tragic! “He who lacks these things
is approaching total blindness. It’s as if he’s
forgotten he’s been completely cleansed from his
old sins.” 2 Peter 1:9

(b) Yahweh’s Character

1. “Yahweh is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and
abundant in loving kindness. He will not always
accuse; neither will he stay angry forever. He has
not dealt with us according to our sins, nor repaid
us for our iniquities. For as the heavens are high
above the earth, so great is his loving kindness
toward those who fear him. {12} As far as the east is

from the west, so far has he removed our
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transgressions from us. Like a father has compassion
on his children, so Yahweh has compassion on those
who fear him. For he knows how we are made. He
remembers that we are dust.” Psalms 103:8-14
WEBUS
2. Yahweh made us so He knows us! As long as we love

and revere Him as our Father, Yahweh...

a) ...is merciful and gracious.

b) ...is slow to anger.

c) ...is abundantly kind.

d) ...does not accuse us or stay angry.

e) ...does not deal with us according to our sins

f) ...does not repay us for our iniquities.

g) ...removes our transgressions as far as the east is

from the west and shows us compassion.

1) See Matthew (Legal Matters)

OBJECT LESSONS
4. Those who forget and those who don’t!

A. Those who forget they’ve been cleansed from their past sins:

return to their old identity, nature, fleshly nature!
(1) Object Lesson: Simon the Sorcerer

(@) His Old Pagan Life:
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1. “But there was a certain man, Simon by name, who
used to practice sorcery in the city and amazed the
people of Samaria, making himself out to be some
great one, to whom they all listened, from the least to
the greatest, saying, “This man is that great power of
God.” They listened to him because for a long time
he had amazed them with his sorceries. But when
they believed Philip preaching good news
concerning God’s Kingdom and the name of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.”
Acts 8:9-12 WEBUS

a) Simon was a famous well-respected sorcerer.
b) He witnessed Philip preaching and others getting
born-again and baptized.
(b) His Conversion:

1. “Simon himself also believed. Being baptized, he
continued with Philip. Seeing signs and great
miracles occurring, he was amazed.”Acts 8:13
WEBUS

a) Simon get’s born-again and is amazed by the
miracles he witnesses.
b) Actually he was born-agains BECAUSE of the

miracles he witnessed. And that posed a risk...
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c) Maybe he was a bit hooked on what he could do
with Jesus as opposed to what Jesus could do with
him!

1) “Jesus said to him [Thomas], “Because you have
seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those
who have not seen and have believed.”” John
20:29 WEBUS

2) “Now faith is assurance of things hoped for,
proof of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1
WEBUS

(c) His temptation to go back to his sorcery:

1. “Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem
heard that Samaria had received the word of God,
they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they
had come down, prayed for them, that they might
receive the Holy Spirit; for as yet he had fallen on
none of them. They had only been baptized in the
name of Christ Jesus. Then they laid their hands on
them, and they received the Holy Spirit.” Acts
8:14-17 WEBUS

a) Simon witnessed the power of the Holy Spirit that

comes on people through Peter and John’s hands!
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b) He is attracted by the possibility of those old
feelings of power and fame...
1) “This man has the great power of God.”
2) “They listened to him because for so long he
amazed them with his sorceries.”
(d) He returns to his vomit:

1. “Now when Simon saw that the Holy Spirit was
given through the laying on of the apostles” hands,
he offered them money, saying, “Give me also this
power, that whomever | lay my hands on may
receive the Holy Spirit.”” Acts 8:18-19 WEBUS

a) Simon offered to pay the apostles to give him the
power in his hands that he saw working through
them!

(e) His rebuke:

1. “But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with
you, because you thought you could obtain the gift
of God with money! You have neither part nor lot in
this matter, for your heart isn’t right before God.
Repent therefore of this, your wickedness, and ask
God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be

forgiven you. For | see that you are in the poison of
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bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.”” Acts
8:20-23 WEBUS
a) Peter tells him that his heart is not right and that he
should perish as the pagans perish!
b) Orto, “Truly repent of your wickedness!”
(f) His Pleading:

1. “Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that
none of the things which you have spoken happen to
me.”” Acts 8:24 WEBUS

a) Simon asks for prayer!
(g) Conclusion

1. “They therefore, when they had testified and spoken
the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and
preached the Good News to many villages of the
Samaritans.” Acts 8:25 WEBUS

(2) Churches in Revelation that returned to their vomit:
(@) Ephesus

1. ““To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: “He
who holds the seven stars in his right hand, he who
walks among the seven golden lamp stands says
these things: “I know your works, and your toil and
perseverance, and that you can’t tolerate evil men,

and have tested those who call themselves apostles,
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and they are not, and found them false. You have
perseverance and have endured for my name’s sake,
and have not grown weary. But | have this against
you, that you left your first love. Remember
therefore from where you have fallen, and repent
and do the first works; or else | am coming to you
swiftly, and will move your lamp stand out of its
place, unless you repent. But this you have, that you
hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which | also hate.
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the assemblies. To him who overcomes | will give
to eat from the tree of life, which is in the Paradise of
my God.” Revelation 2:1-7 WEBUS

a) You have perseverance and have endured for my

name’s sake, and have not grown weary.

b) But | have this against you...

1) You left your first love. Remember therefore
from where you have fallen, and repent and do
the first works.

(b) Pergamum
1. ““To the angel of the assembly in Pergamum write:
“He who has the sharp two-edged sword says these

things: “I know your works and where you dwell,
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where Satan’s throne is. You hold firmly to my name,
and didn’t deny my faith in the days of Antipas my
witness, my faithful one, who was killed among you,
where Satan dwells. But | have a few things against
you, because you have there some who hold the
teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to throw a
stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat
things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual
immorality. So also you likewise have some who hold
to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Repent therefore,
or else | am coming to you quickly and I will make
war against them with the sword of my mouth. He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the assemblies. To him who overcomes, to him | will
give of the hidden manna, and | will give him a white
stone, and on the stone a new name written which
no one knows but he who receives it.” Revelation
2:12-17 WEBUS

a) You hold firmly to my name, and didn’t deny my

faith.
b) But | have a few things against you...
1) You have there some who hold the teaching of

Balaam (stumbling block to children of Israel, to
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eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit
sexual immorality).

2) You likewise have some who hold to the
teaching of the Nicolaitans [a heretical sect
within the Church, propagating the belief that
Christians could engage in sexual immorality

without moral consequences]. Repent!

(c) Thyatira

1.

““To the angel of the assembly in Thyatira write:
“The Son of God, who has his eyes like a flame of
fire, and his feet are like burnished brass, says these
things: “I know your works, your love, faith, service,
patient endurance, and that your last works are more
than the first. But I have this against you, that you
tolerate your woman Jezebel, who calls herself a
prophetess. She teaches and seduces my servants to
commit sexual immorality and to eat things
sacrificed to idols. | gave her time to repent, but she
refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. Behold, |
will throw her and those who commit adultery with
her into a bed of great oppression, unless they repent
of her works. | will kill her children with Death, and

all the assemblies will know that | am he who

33 of 47



searches the minds and hearts. 1 will give to each one
of you according to your deeds. But to you | say, to
the rest who are in Thyatira—as many as don’t have
this teaching, who don’t know what some call ‘the
deep things of Satan’—to you | say, | am not putting
any other burden on you. Nevertheless, hold that
which you have firmly until I come. He who
overcomes, and he who keeps my works to the end,
to him I will give authority over the nations. He will
rule them with a rod of iron, shattering them like clay
pots, as | also have received of my Father; and | will
give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.”
Revelation 2:18-29 WEBUS
a) | know your works, your love, faith, service,
patient endurance, and that your last works are
more than the first.
b) But | have this against you...
1) You tolerate your woman Jezebel, who calls
herself a prophetess.
2) She teaches and seduces my servants to commit
sexual immorality and to eat things sacrificed to

idols.
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3) | gave her time to repent, but she refused to
repent of her sexual immorality.

4) 1 will give to each one of you according to your

deeds.

(d) Sardis

1.

““And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write:
“He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven
stars says these things: “I know your works, that you
have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
Wake up and strengthen the things that remain,
which you were about to throw away, for I have
found no works of yours perfected before my God.
Remember therefore how you have received and
heard. Keep it and repent. If therefore you won't
watch, | will come as a thief, and you won't know
what hour | will come upon you. Nevertheless you
have a few names in Sardis that didn’t defile their
garments. They will walk with me in white, for they
are worthy. He who overcomes will be arrayed in
white garments, and | will in no way blot his name
out of the book of life, and | will confess his name

before my Father, and before his angels. He who has
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an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
assemblies.” Revelation 3:1-6 WEBUS
a) | know your works, that you have a reputation of
being alive...
1) But, you are dead. | have found no works of
yours perfected before my God.
2) Remember therefore how you have received

and heard. Keep it and repent.

(e) Laodicea

1.

““To the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write:
“The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the
Beginning of God'’s creation, says these things: “I
know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot.
I wish you were cold or hot. So, because you are
lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will vomit you
out of my mouth. Because you say, ‘l am rich, and
have gotten riches, and have need of nothing,’ and
don’t know that you are the wretched one,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked; I counsel you to
buy from me gold refined by fire, that you may
become rich; and white garments, that you may
clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness

may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your
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eyes, that you may see. As many as | love, | reprove
and chasten. Be zealous therefore, and repent.
Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, then | will come
in to him and will dine with him, and he with me. He
who overcomes, | will give to him to sit down with
me on my throne, as | also overcame and sat down
with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.””
Revelation 3:14-22 WEBUS
a) | know your works...

1) You are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were
cold or hot.

2) Because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor
cold, I will vomit you out of my mouth.

3) Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have gotten
riches, and have need of nothing,” and don't
know that you are the wretched one, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked.

4) As many as | love, | reprove and chasten. Be
zealous therefore, and repent.

B. Those who never forget they’ve been cleansed from their

past sins: don’t return to their old identity and fleshly nature!
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(1) Object Lesson: Stephen
(@) His Faith and Accusations against Him:

1. “Stephen, full of faith and power, performed great
wonders and signs among the people. But some of
those who were of the synagogue called “The
Libertines”, and of the Cyrenians, of the
Alexandrians, and of those of Cilicia and Asia arose,
disputing with Stephen. They weren’t able to
withstand the wisdom and the Spirit by which he
spoke. Then they secretly induced men to say, “We
have heard him speak blasphemous words against
Moses and God.” They stirred up the people, the
elders, and the scribes, and came against him and
seized him, then brought him in to the council, and
set up false witnesses who said, “This man never
stops speaking blasphemous words against this holy
place and the law. For we have heard him say that
this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place, and will
change the customs which Moses delivered to us.” All
who sat in the council, fastening their eyes on him,
saw his face like it was the face of an angel.” Acts

6:8-15 WEBUS
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a) Stephen, full of faith and power. He performed
great wonders and signs among the people.

b) They weren’t able to withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit by which he spoke.

c) So, they secretly induced men to say, “We have
heard him speak blasphemous words against
Moses and God.”

d) They stirred up the people, the elders, and the
scribes, and came against him and seized him.

e) They set up false witnesses who said, “This man
never stops speaking blasphemous words against
this holy place and the law.”

(b) His Self-defense:

1. “The high priest said, “Are these things so?” He said,
“Brothers and fathers, listen. The God of glory
appeared to our father Abraham when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to
him, ‘Get out of your land and away from your
relatives, and come into a land which | will show
you.” Then he came out of the land of the Chaldaeans
and lived in Haran. From there, when his father was
dead, God moved him into this land where you are

now living.”Acts 7:1-4 WEBUS
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a) Stephen’s Torah-based self-defense was flawless!

b) Read the whole account in Acts 7:1-50.

(c) His faith never waivers for even a moment...

1.

““You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit! As your
fathers did, so you do. Which of the prophets didn’t
your fathers persecute? They killed those who foretold
the coming of the Righteous One, of whom you have
now become betrayers and murderers. You received
the law as it was ordained by angels, and didn't keep
it!” Now when they heard these things, they were
cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their
teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up
steadfastly into heaven and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God, and
said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened and the Son
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they
cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears,
then rushed at him with one accord. They threw him
out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses placed
their garments at the feet of a young man named
Saul. They stoned Stephen as he called out, saying,

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” He kneeled down
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and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, don’t hold this

sin against them!” When he had said this, he fell
asleep.” Acts 7:51-60 WEBUS

a)

b)

e)

“You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit!”

When they heard these things, they were cut to the
heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.
But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked up
steadfastly into heaven and saw the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of God.

They stoned Stephen as he called out, saying,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!”

He kneeled down and cried with a loud voice,

“Lord, don't hold this sin against them!”

(2) Churches in Revelation that stayed steadfast:

(@) Smyrna

1.

“To the angel of the assembly in Smyrna write: “The

first and the last, who was dead, and has come to life

says these things: “lI know your works, oppression,

and your poverty (but you are rich), and the

blasphemy of those who say they are Jews, and they

are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Don’t be afraid

of the things which you are about to suffer. Behold,
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the devil is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested; and you will have oppression
for ten days. Be faithful to death, and I will give you
the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the assemblies. He who
overcomes won't be harmed by the second death.”
Revelation 2:8-11 WEBUS
a) | know your works, oppression, and your poverty
(but you are rich).
b) Don’t be afraid of the things which you are about
to suffer.
c) Be faithful to death, and | will give you the crown

of life.

(b) Philadelphia

1.

“To the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write:
“He who is holy, he who is true, he who has the key
of David, he who opens and no one can shut, and
who shuts and no one opens, says these things: “I
know your works (behold, I have set before you an
open door, which no one can shut), that you have a
little power, and kept my word, and didn’t deny my
name. Behold, | make some of the synagogue of

Satan, of those who say they are Jews, and they are
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not, but lie—behold, 1 will make them to come and
worship before your feet, and to know that I have
loved you. Because you kept my command to
endure, | also will keep you from the hour of testing
which is to come on the whole world, to test those
who dwell on the earth. | am coming quickly! Hold
firmly that which you have, so that no one takes
your crown. He who overcomes, I will make him a
pillar in the temple of my God, and he will go out
from there no more. | will write on him the name of
my God and the name of the city of my God, the
new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven
from my God, and my own new name. He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
assemblies.” Revelation 3:7-13 WEBUS
a) | know your works (behold, I have set before you
an open door, which no one can shut), that you
have a little power, and kept my word, and didn’t
deny my name.
b) I will make [your enemies] to come and worship
before your feet, and to know that | have loved

you.
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c) Because you kept my command to endure, | also
will keep you from the hour of testing.

d) Hold firmly that which you have, so that no one
takes your crown.

e) He who overcomes, | will make him a pillar in the
temple of my God.

f) 1 will write on him the name of my God and the
name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem,
which comes down out of heaven.

C. Conclusion: “It’s as if he has forgotten he’s been completely

cleansed from his old sins.”
(1) One who forgets...
(@) Simon himself also believed. Being baptized, he
continued with Philip.
1. He offered them money, saying, “Give me also this
power...”
(b) The Church!
1. I have this against you; you left your first love.
2. You hold the teaching of Balaam and the Nicolaitans.
3. You tolerate Jezebel and those who calls themselves
prophetesses.
4. You have no works of yours perfected before God.

5. You are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold.
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(2) One who never forgets...
(@) Stephen, full of faith and power, performed great
wonders and signs among the people.

1. They weren’t able to withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit by which he spoke.

2. They stirred up the people, the elders, and the
scribes, and came against him and seized him and
set up false witnesses.

3. They stoned Stephen as he called out, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit!”

4. He kneeled down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord,
don’t hold this sin against them!”

(b) The Church

1. Be faithful to death; | will give you the crown of life.

2. I know your works; you have kept My word, and
didn’t deny My name.

QUESTIONS & DISCUSSION
1. Compare and contrast your old pagan life with your new life in
Christ.
A. Include your view on and relationship with the things of the
world.
B. Include your view on and relationship with sin.

C. Describe the death of your pagan roots as per Romans 6:2-5.
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2. Touch on the following aspects of your new identity in Christ:
The Wholistic Nature (1 Thessalonians 5:23)

Your New Spirit (Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12)

Your New Soul (Romans 12:2; 1 Corinthians 2:16)

Your New Body (1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:19-20)

The Hope of Glory (1 Corinthians 2:7; 2 Corinthians 5:2-3;
Colossians 1:21-29; Romans 8:21)

m o N ® >

F.  Your Inheritance (Romans 8:16-17; 2 Corinthians 5:17;
Colossians 3:9-10; Luke 10:19; 2 Peter 1:3)
G. The Process of Transformation (2 Corinthians 3:18; James
1:2-4; Hebrews 5:12-14, 6:1-3; 1 Corinthians 2:6; Matthew
5:48; John 14:21, 23-24)
3. Describe the risk factors involved with your access to divine
power as indicated in 1 Peter 1:3 and Ephesians 1:19-20.
A. Use also 1 Corinthians 2:11-12 and Romans 8:1-5 to help
craft your essay.
4. Access section two in the sermon notes “Wreck Your Case”.
A. Craft a narrative describing in detail the one thing that will
shipwreck the practice of your faith toward your maturing as
an adult Christian.
B. Use Galatians 5:16-26 and Romans 1:24-32 to catalogue the

ensuing sins that follow.
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5. Use Isaiah 43:18-26 and Psalms 103:8-14 to state your case for
Christ in you!
A. What case law can you assume from the passages?
6. Object Lessons: Christ in You, the Hope of Glory
A. Both Simon the Sorcerer and Stephen in Acts 6-8 present
powerful testimonies. Describe how one remembers and one

forgets he’s been cleansed of his past!
B. The Churches of Revelation 2-3 also bear testimony. Describe

how two remember and five forget they’ve been cleansed of

their past!
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