=] KINGDOM EMBASSY MINISTRIES

p— ¢ Remembering our Roots. Restoring Authority. Maturing Disciples. Advancing the Kingdom.

MAIN SCRIPTURES SURRENDER MY GIVING:
® Ephesians 5:6-21; 4:17-32 GOD’S TIME

® 1 Peter 4:1-11 e Review: God'’s Resources
e Colossians 4:2-6 e Review: God’s Talents

® Psalms 90:1-17 e God’s Time

FOUNDATIONAL SCRIPTURES:

“Therefore watch carefully how you walk, not as unwise, but
as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” Ephesians
5:15-16 WEBUS

“Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside, redeeming
the time. Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt,
that you may know how you ought to answer each one.” Colossians
4:5-6 WEBUS

“If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very words of God.
If anyone serves, let it be as of the strength which God supplies,
that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
1 Peter 4:11 WEBUS

“So teach us to count our days, that we may gain a heart of

wisdom.” Psalms 90:12 WEBUS
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INTRODUCTION:

Time... it’s the most intriguing and least discriminating of all
commodities. It doesn’t care how old you are, nor does it measure
your height and weight. It couldn’t care any less about your
appearance or gender, nor does it have an opinion about your
relationships. It won't consider your strengths and weaknesses, nor
will it evaluate your social standing. It’'s never impressed with
wealth, nor interested in dreams and aspirations. It can’t increase or
decrease whether you serve God with it or spend every minute
pursuing selfish desires. Everyone is given the same allotment; and
everyone must spend every moment because none can be saved for
tomorrow. Time will favor no man, and time will wait for no man.
But one thing will make time ‘feel different!” If you waste it on
ungodly endeavors, your life, legacy, resources, and purpose will
seem to vanish into vapors.

There are, nevertheless, three critical ideas to consider: one
irrefutable fact, one poignant question, and one word of advice.

1. lIrrefutable fact: Time is a gift from God.
2. Poignant question: What will you do with your gift?
3. Word of advice: Do something valuable with your time!

Since only things that please God are valuable, you should
begin immediately by doing something with your time that is

pleasing to God. It’s free; and the only limitation is time itself. And
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remember, you have the same amount to spend as anyone else —
just don’t waste yours.

Here’s how to get started with something that God find’s
extremely valuable; amazingly, at the same time, it will help you
become more like Christ as you do. Y’shua said, “It is the Spirit who
gives life, and the flesh profits nothing. The words that | speak to
you are Spirit and life.” Today, take a moment from God’s gift of
time and use it to bless someone with words of life. Every time you
do, it will be time well spent! And let’s face it; you have to spend all

your time on something.

SURRENDER MY GIVING

1. Review: God’s Resources

A. Sharing Resources
(1) The Truth about Tithing
(@) {Malachi 3:8-12} Hoarding resources; stealing from God
1. You rob God by withholding tithes and offerings.
a) Test God! Bring your entire tithe to God.
1) Prosperity so abundant you can’t contain it.
2) Rebuke the enemy; prevents him from
destroying your fruit.
3) Everyone knows your blessings come from

Yahweh.
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2. Bring your First Fruits not your leftovers...
3. Able gave First Fruits: Cain gave leftovers (Gen. 4:3-5)
(b) {Malachi 3:13-15} Some claim there is no profit in
obeying God’s instructions on giving, instead the
wicked prosper!
(c) {Malachi 3:16-18} Long term benefits of giving! God

sees all and remembers.

(2) The Proper Perspective about Your Giving

(@) {2 Corinthians 9:6-8} Give from the heart!
1. Don't restrict your giving, nor be stingy, or God will
feel—restricted & stingy
1) Give freely & abundantly, not reluctantly or
resentfully. Don’t feel pressured or forced.
b) When your giving comes from joyful willingness...
1) You will have everything you need; your life’s
work will be meaningful and satisfying.
(b) {Philippians 4:15-20} Giving is for your benefit!
1. Know toward what you are giving... God will supply
all your needs according to His will & for His glory.
(c) {Luke 6:38} The benefits of giving are immeasurable!
1. It's a law, like gravity! “Give and it will be given...”
(d) {Galatians 6:8-10} Already sowing into something!

1. Are you your own charitable cause?
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a) Don't think that giving is a financial investment
with guaranteed returns in a promised timeframe.
b) The right perspective: give from the heart; be
patient for the harvest!
(3) Every Believer has Ministry Duties
(@) {Acts 6:1-4} Some disciples are called to work ministry
as a full-time vocation. Help them so they can attend
fully to the needs of God'’s work.
(4) Supplying for the Needs of those Laboring for the Gospel
(@) {1 Tim. 5:17-18} Worthy of double honor, especially
those who labor in the word and in teaching;
1. If you receive godly instruction from godly teachers,
support their work...
(5) Deriving Your Living from the Gospel is Biblical
(@) {1 Corinthians 9:1-13} permitted and even encouraged!
1. The minister (like any profession) has a right to derive
at least their basic needs from their work in ministry.
1) “the Lord ordained that those who proclaim
the Good News should live from the Good
News.” 1 Corinthians 9:14
b) {1 Corinthians 9:15-18} Paul chose not to; he

feared that it would interfere with his effectiveness.

B. Difficulty Giving
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(1) Don’t Make Money Your God
(@) Diagnosis of Idolatry! Symptoms: where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also... {Matthew 6:19-21}

1. Possessionitis: obsession with gaining things or a
hyper-focus on worldly acquisitions. {1 Tim 6:9-10}

2. Mammon Mania: the love of money; when wealth
becomes an evil influence or false object of worship.
{Matthew 6:24}

3. Pagan Anxiety Syndrome: constant worry and
attention over personal satisfaction and needs.
{Matthew 6:31-33}

(2) The Rich Ruler
(@) {Mat. 19:16-26} break the stronghold of possessions...
1. He went away sad, for he had great possessions.
(3) A Fabulous New Perspective on Your Possessions!
(@) {Acts 2:44-45; Acts 4:32-35} (they had all in Common)

1. What is “mine” is the Lord’s to use for His purpose
and how He wishes.

a) | release my possessions; | end my striving to
acquire more!

(4) A proper perspective how much giving is enough!
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(@) {Mark 12:41-44} Y'shua witnessed the rich disparaging
the poor for their inability to make “significant
contributions.”

1. Sacrificial giving of those “less fortunate” vs. larger
donations of the affluent, who make no sacrifice.

(b) {1 Peter 5:2-3} warning to pastors who fleece the flock!

1. Dishonest gain from abusing the message of
sacrificial giving is an abomination to Yahweh!
a) ...harsher judgment.” {James 3:1}

(c) [END] Surrender My Giving: God’s Resources

2. Review: God’s Talents
A. God has a plan and a purpose for EVERYONE!
(1) God’s Plan; God'’s Purpose

(@) We are saved for a reason...

1. {Ephesians 2:1-10} Created in Christ to be His
workmanship to do good works, which God prepared
us to walk in!

(b) {Ephesians 4:1-10} A universal calling (Unity of the
Faith) and an individual calling (a specific plan and
purpose for your life; each one of us, by grace, was
given a measure of the gift of Christ).

(b) The purpose of the Church (ALL CHRISTIANS)

1. Ephesians 4:11-16
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a) Offices (He gave some to be Apostles, Prophets,
Evangelists, Shepherds, and Teachers)
b) Purpose
1) Mature God'’s people so they can serve
effectively.
2) Build up the body of Christ...
1) ...from infant Christians (born-again children)
to adult Christians (mature disciples).
3) Keep building until they reach the stature and
fullness of Christ.
4) So that they won't be fooled by false doctrines.
5) And do it all by speaking the truth in love!
c) Christlikeness is the destination...
1) Different parts of the Body must be fit together
like the patches on a quilt.
2) Each individual part must fulfill its purpose to
grow the Body into the image of Christ.
(c) What if you don’t want to do your part?
1. “To him therefore who knows to do good and doesn’t
do it, to him it is sin.” James 4:17
B. Let’s Get Personal: God’s plans and purpose for your life!

(1) God’s Plan & God'’s Purpose

(@) Nothing is random... {Galatians 1:15}
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1. God created you with a specific calling.

2. In His perfect timing He reveals His plan for you!

(b) Your job is to explore your heart to discover His plan
and purpose for your life. How?

1. “Delight yourself in Yahweh, and he will give you the
desires of your heart. Commit your way to Yahweh.
Trust also in him, and he will do this:” Psalms 37:4-5

a) First acknowledge that you want what God wants.
b) He crafted you with certain desires in your heart
that will point you toward His plan and purpose.
c) Submit your decisions to God’s will and trust the
process and He will fulfill your heart’s desires.
(c) Trusting God is your secret weapon!

1. “Trust in Yahweh with all your heart, and don’t lean
on your own understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths
straight.” Proverbs 3:5-6

a) Give God the credit and abdicate your rights to
choose your own path and He will lead you
directly into His calling for your life.

(d) You need not have concern that His plan will not satisfy

1. “For | know the thoughts [plans] that | think toward

you,” says Yahweh, “thoughts of peace [plans to
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prosper you], and not of evil [not harm], [plans] to
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11
a) His plan and purpose ALWAYS lead to prosperity.
1) Far exceeds material wealth.

(e) A future submitted to the Lord is filled with hope. What
can you hope for when you align with God'’s purpose
for your life?

1. “all things work together for good for those who love
God, for those who are called according to his
purpose.” Romans 8:28

(f) 1t's all a walk of faith. “Faith is assurance of things
hoped for, proof of things not seen.” Hebrews 11:1

1. “Without faith it is impossible to be well pleasing to
him, for he who comes to God must believe that he
exists, and that he is a rewarder of those who seek
him.” Hebrews 11:6

a) God ALWAYS rewards those who live by faith and
not sight— “...those who call the things that are
not, as though they were.” Romans 4:17

(g) Be assured of this...God will not hide His plans for you!

1. “...You know where I go, and you know the way.”
John 14:1-4

C. God’s Gifts & Talents are on Loan to You

10 of 42



(1) There is one Body with many parts...
(@) God gives gifts and talents to EVERYONE, but not
everyone has the same ones.

1. {Romans 12:4-8} The body of Christ has many
members, but all members don’t have the same
function. Samples...

(b) Each gift & talent comes from the HS via God'’s grace...

1. {1 Corinthians 12:4-7} Each is imparted for a singular
purpose—to share for the benefit of everyone!

D. Let’s Get Personal: God’s gifts and talents on loan to you!

(1) There are many gifts and talents—all imparted by God!
(@) Connect to those which make you feel you are
“Delighting in the Lord” (Ps. 37:4).
1. {1 Corinthians 12:8-11} not a definitive list but a
small sampling...
a) The Holy Spirit distributes gifts and talents to each
one of us separately, as God desires.
1) “Delight yourself in Yahweh, and he will give
you the desires of your heart.” Psalms 37:4
b) Delighting in the Lord: when the desires of your
heart align with the desires of God’s heart.
1) Connect to God’s plan and purpose for your life.

2) Understand your unique gifts and talents.
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3) Because the “same Spirit produces all of these,
distributing to each one separately as he
desires.” 1 Corinthians 12:11
4) Why? “for the profit of all.” 1 Corinthians 12:4
(b) When each member of the Body of Christ recognizes
his role and takes responsibility to fulfill that role, the
Body functions like a healthy human body!

1. {1 Corinthians 12:12-26} Human body analogue of

the Body of Christ.
a) What is critical is that you know who you are and
for what God created you, and then get to it!
1) “for the profit of all.” 1 Corinthians 12:4
2) Hence “Surrender My Giving: God’ Talents”
(c) The best place to be in life...

1. {1 Corinthians 12:27-31} Desire and be content with
the plan and purpose God has for you and the gifts
and talents God has bestowed on you!

(d) The Apostle Paul implored Timothy to discover his gift!

1. “For this cause, | remind you that you should stir up
the gift of God which is in you... who saved us and
called us with a holy calling, not according to our

works, but according to his own purpose and grace,
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which was given to us in Christ Jesus before times
eternal,” 2 Timothy 1:6-9
a) Seek and discover God’s plan and purpose for your
life and then share your unique gifts and talents
with the Body of Christ!
1) As each has received a gift, employ it in serving
one another, as good managers of the grace of
God in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10
(2) The worst place to be in life...
(@) ...to waste the plan and purpose God has for you and to
squander gifts and talents God bestowed on you!

1. God’s generosity is inextricably linked to your
faithfulness in deploying His resources/plan/
purpose/gifts/talents in the service of others.

2. “Well done, good and faithful servant...” or. “I hope
you enjoyed all your stuff; that’s your whole reward.”

(b) An Unfaithful Steward

1. “...this man was wasting his possessions. ...Give an
accounting of your management, for you can no
longer be manager.”” Luke 16:1-2

a) Accusation: “You are wasting God’s possessions!”
(c) A pastoral dissection of the life of an unfaithful steward

and where it all ends!
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1. {Luke 16:3-13} Consequences for poor stewardship of
God'’s plan and purpose, gifts and talents...

a) The Lord will remove your call to manage His
resources.

b) You won't find true success or satisfaction
anywhere else.

c) You will resort to shady activities and a constant
pursuit of anything to fill the hole in your heart
(because you've not delighted in the Lord).

d) You will rationalize that what you are doing is
acceptable.

e) Externally, it will appear that you have achieved a
modicum of success.

1) Like you beat the system; you were able to
sidestep God'’s plan and yet still be satisfied.

2) You might even make those who have adhered
to God’s calling second guess their approach...

3) Butthat is all temporary!

f) Inthe end...

1) If you've been faithful in the little things, you'll
be faithful with great things.
2) If you've been dishonest in the little things,

you’ll be dishonest in great things.
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3) If you can’t/won’t faithfully manage temporary
things on earth, God can’t/won't trust you with
true eternal riches!

4) If you can’t/won’t be faithful with what is God'’s
(every resource/gift/talent you have is God’s),
He can’t/won’t give you what is your own!

g) Two masters at war (you can’t choose both):

1) Serve your own plan and purpose, use your gifts
and talents to serve your own selfish desires.
(You're your own greatest charitable cause!)

2) Delight in God by discovering His plan and
purpose for your life; use the gifts and talents He
imparted to you to serve Him and His people.

(d) The only good work... walk in God’s plan and purpose
and exercise your God-given gifts and talents...
1. “we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for

good works, which God prepared before that we

would walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10
a) All else is vanity...chasing the wind!
1) ““Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher. “All is
vanity!” ... of making many books there is no
end; and much study is a weariness of the

flesh.” Ecclesiastes 12:8-12
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2) “This is the end of the matter. All has been
heard. Fear God and keep his commandments;
for this is the whole duty of man. For God will
bring every work into judgment, with every
hidden thing, whether it is good, or whether it is
evil.” Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

2. When parts of the body don’t contribute to the plan
and purpose of the whole body, it’s called CANCER.
a) A man wasting his Master’s possessions is a Cancer
to your calling, to your divine purpose and to your
God-given gifts and talents is unfaithful
stewardship that does its own thing with wrong
motives, seeking your own pleasures and to be
your own greatest charitable cause.
b) [END] Surrender My Giving: God'’s Talents
3. God’s Time

A. God gives us the precious gift of time; don’t waste yours!

(1) Don’t be fooled; you can no longer use your time like you
did when you were a pagan!
(@) Highlight: “Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time,

because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16 ESV
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“Let no one deceive you with empty words, for

because of these things the wrath of God comes on
the children of disobedience. Therefore don’t be
partakers with them. For you were once darkness,
but are now light in the Lord. Walk as children of
light, for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth, proving what is well pleasing
to the Lord. Have no fellowship with the unfruitful
deeds of darkness, but rather even reprove them. For
it is a shame even to speak of the things which are
done by them in secret. But all things, when they are
reproved, are revealed by the light, for everything
that reveals is light. Therefore he says, “Awake, you
who sleep, and arise from the dead, and Christ will
shine on you.” [Is. 26:19; 60:1] Therefore watch
carefully how you walk, not as unwise, but as wise,

redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Therefore, don’t be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. Don’t be drunken with wine, in

which is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,

speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs; singing and making melody in your

heart to the Lord; giving thanks always concerning all
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things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God,
even the Father; subjecting yourselves to one another
in the fear of Christ.” Ephesians 5:6-21 WEBUS

a) Godly use of your time:

1) Don't be deceived by bad advice; God always
punishes disobedience, so don’t partake.

2) You once walked in darkness; now you walk as
children of light, in the fruit of the Spirit.

3) Have no fellowship with the unfruitful deeds.

4) Be careful how you walk, be wise and don't
waste your time with ungodly distractions.

5) That would be foolish; instead know what the
will of the Lord is regarding your time!

6) Don’t engage in dissipating and wasteful
activities; instead, use your time to speak words
that impart the Spirit. Speak words of life!

7) And use your time to thank God for all things in
the name of our Lord.

(b) Highlight: “If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the
very words of God. ...that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ...” (1 Peter 4:11)

1. “Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh,

arm yourselves also with the same mind; for he who
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has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, that you
no longer should live the rest of your time in the

flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will of God. For

we have spent enough of our past time doing the
desire of the Gentiles, and having walked in
lewdness, lusts, drunken binges, orgies, carousings,
and abominable idolatries. They think it is strange
that you don’t run with them into the same excess of
riot [the same flood of dissipation NK]V], speaking
evil of you. They will give account to him who is
ready to judge the living and the dead. For to this end
the Good News was preached even to the dead, that
they might be judged indeed as men in the flesh, but
live as to God in the spirit. But the end of all things is
near. Therefore be of sound mind, self-controlled, and
sober in prayer. And above all things be earnest in
your love among yourselves, for love covers a
multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another
without grumbling. As each has received a gift,
employ it in serving one another, as good managers
of the grace of God in its various forms. If anyone
speaks, let it be as it were the very words of God. If

anyone serves, let it be as of the strength which God
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supplies, that in all things God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:1-11
WEBUS

a) Godly use of your time:

1) Don't waste your time satisfying the lusts of your
flesh, but use it instead to align with God’s will.

2) The world will think it is strange that you choose
to no longer dissipate your energy, resources,
talents, and time.

3) Use your gifts to serve one another, as good
stewards of God'’s grace.

4) Take the time to choose your words carefully, as
if they are the words of God because... “we are
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
speaking through us...” (2 Corinthians 5:20)

5) In everything you say and do, God should be
glorified through Jesus Christ.

(2) Your time and its fascinating connection to your words.
(@) Highlight: “Walk in wisdom toward those who are
outside, redeeming the time. Let your speech always be

with grace, seasoned with salt...” (Colossians 4:5-6)
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“Continue steadfastly in prayer, watching in it with
thanksgiving, praying together for us also, that God
may open to us a door for the word, to speak the
mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds, that |
may reveal it as | ought to speak. Walk in wisdom

toward those who are outside, redeeming the time.

Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with
salt, that you may know how you ought to answer
each one.” Colossians 4:2-6 WEBUS
a) In the Scriptures, there is a beautiful synergy
between the wisdom of allocating your time in a
godly way and being careful and intentional about
the words that emanate from your mouth (heart).
1) Pray that God opens a door for the word, that |
speak the mystery of Christ.
2) Pray that what God wants to reveal comes
through my words.
3) Be wise in the use of your time; people are
watching.
4) Let your words be inspired by God'’s grace.
5) Like the food that goes into your mouth and
nourishes your body becomes more flavorful

with salt, the words that come from your mouth
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can be seasoned by flavoring everything you say
to honor God and to nourish others.

6) Let your speech always be with grace, speaking:
“...only what is good for building others up...
that it may impart grace to those who hear.”

(Ephesians 4:29)

(b) Your Time and Your Words

1.

“Therefore, don’t be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. Don’t be drunken with wine, in
which is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs; singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord; giving thanks always concerning all
things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God,
even the Father; subjecting yourselves to one another

in the fear of Christ.” Ephesians 5:17-21 WEBUS

a) Don’t be foolish with your time...

1
2

) First, understand the will of the Lord.

) Then, don’t speak or act like a drunk man.

3) Instead, speak as one filled with the Spirit.

4) So, your words reflect your thankfulness to God.
“If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very words

of God. If anyone serves, let it be as of the strength
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which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the
glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1
Peter 4:11 WEBUS

a) If you are going to take the time to say anything...

1) Speak as if your words are God’s words.

2) Serve as if all your strength comes from God.

3) Speak and do only things that glorify God.

3. “Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned
with salt, that you may know how you ought to
answer each one.” Colossians 4:6 WEBUS

a) Words seasoned with salt can impart God’s grace!
Can you imagine the immense responsibility and
honor it is to be called to share God’s grace with
your words?

1) “Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your
mouth, but only what is good for building others
up as the need may be, that it may give grace
to those who hear.” Ephesians 4:29 WEBUS

b) The words you speak can be life to others!

1) “It is the spirit who gives life. The flesh profits
nothing. The words that I speak to you are
spirit, and are life.” John 6:63 WEBUS
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c) You are called to be the salt of the earth...it begins

d)

with what you allow out of your mouth. If the

“flavor” of your words is foul and bitter, then you

will be useless for God’s purposes, not even fit for

a pile of manure.

1)

“You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt has
lost its flavor, with what will it be salted? It is
then good for nothing, but to be cast out and
trodden under the feet of men.” Matthew 5:13
WEBUS

“Salt is good, but if the salt becomes flat and
tasteless, with what do you season it? It is fit
neither for the soil nor for the manure pile. It is
thrown out. He who has ears to hear, let him

hear.” Luke 14:34-35 WEBUS

Salt that loses its flavor becomes flat and

tasteless... “Out of the same mouth comes blessing

and cursing. My brothers, these things ought not to

be so.”

1)

“So the tongue is also a little member, and
boasts great things. See how a small fire can
spread to a large forest! And the tongue is a

fire. The world of iniquity among our members
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is the tongue, which defiles the whole body,
and sets on fire the course of nature, and is set
on fire by Gehenna. For every kind of animal,
bird, creeping thing, and sea creature is tamed,
and has been tamed by mankind; but nobody
can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of
deadly poison. With it we bless our God and
Father, and with it we curse men who are made
in the image of God. Out of the same mouth
comes blessing and cursing. My brothers, these
things ought not to be so. Does a spring send
out from the same opening fresh and bitter
water? Can a fig tree, my brothers, yield olives,
or a vine figs? Thus no spring yields both salt
water and fresh water.” James 3:5-12 WEBUS

B. Training yourself to use your words to impart God’s grace...
(1) Watch your tongue and renew your mind!
(@) Every gift comes from God—including your time!

1. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom
can be no variation nor turning shadow. Of his own
will he gave birth to us by the word of truth, that we

should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures. So,
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then, my beloved brothers, let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger; for the anger
of man doesn’t produce the righteousness of God.
Therefore, putting away all filthiness and overflowing
of wickedness, receive with humility the implanted
word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers
of the word, and not only hearers, deluding your
own selves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and
not a doer, he is like a man looking at his natural face
in a mirror; for he sees himself, and goes away, and
immediately forgets what kind of man he was. But he
who looks into the perfect law of freedom and
continues, not being a hearer who forgets but a doer
of the work, this man will be blessed in what he
does.” James 1:17-25 WEBUS
a) Practice...
1) Be swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to
anger.
2) Put away all filthiness and overflowing of
wickedness from your lips.
3) Be doers of the word, and not only hearers,

deluding yourselves.
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(b) Renew your mind daily by only focusing on things that

are pleasing to God.

1.

“Therefore | urge you, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service.
Don’t be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that
you may prove what is the good, well-pleasing, and

perfect will of God.” Romans 12:1-2 WEBUS

(c) To be pleasing to God you must capture every thought

and submit it to the Lord, BEFORE it manifests as useless

words out of your mouth or ungodly actions!
1.

“For though we walk in the flesh, we don’t wage war
according to the flesh; for the weapons of our warfare
are not of the flesh, but mighty before God to the
throwing down of strongholds, throwing down
imaginations and every high thing that is exalted
against the knowledge of God and bringing every
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
and being in readiness to avenge all disobedience
when your obedience is made full.” 2 Corinthians

10:3-6 WEBUS
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(d) Remember, when you speak, it is as if God is speaking

through you!
1.

“We are therefore ambassadors on behalf of Christ, as
though God were entreating by us: we beg you on
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For him who
knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.”

2 Corinthians 5:20-21 WEBUS

(2) Step-by-step daily meditation to help you acknowledge the

power of words and to practice godly use of them.

(@) Highlight: “Let no corrupt speech proceed out of your

mouth, but only what is good for building others up as
the need may be, that it may give grace to those who
hear.” (Ephesians 4:29)

1.

“This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you
no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles also walk,
in the futility of their mind, being darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of
the hardening of their hearts. They, having become
callous, gave themselves up to lust, to work all
uncleanness with greediness. But you didn’t learn

Christ that way, if indeed you heard him and were
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taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus: that you put
away, as concerning your former way of life, the old
man that grows corrupt after the lusts of deceit, and
that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and
put on the new man, who in the likeness of God has
been created in righteousness and holiness of truth.
Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak truth each
one with his neighbor, for we are members of one
another. “Be angry, and don’t sin.” Don't let the sun
go down on your wrath, and don’t give place to the
devil. Let him who stole steal no more; but rather let
him labor, producing with his hands something that is
good, that he may have something to give to him who
has need. {29} Let no corrupt speech proceed out of
your mouth, but only what is good for building
others up as the need may be, that it may give grace
to those who hear. Don't grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, in whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, outcry,
and slander be put away from you, with all malice.
And be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving
each other, just as God also in Christ forgave you.”

Ephesians 4:17-32 WEBUS
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a)

Meditation and Practice

1)

2)

S U1~ W

| am no longer a pagan, but instead 1 live like a
transformed child of God.

| don’t entertain futile thoughts, but instead train
my mind to “Think in Bible!”

My life emanates the light of the life of Christ.

| am close to God and understand His will.

My heart is open to God’s voice on all matters.
The scars, lusts, filth, greed, and deeds of my
past are right where they belong—in the past.
My ways are the ways I've learned in Christ.
My old ways are gone; my old man is dead,
along with his corruption, lusts, and deceit.
My new mind is bathed in the Holy Spirit

because I've been recreated in Christ’s likeness.

10) Righteousness, holiness, and truth dominate my

thinking, so | cannot be fooled by lies.

11) Only truth comes from my lips.

12) | experience righteous indignation, but anger

never leads to sin and never sleeps in my bed.

13) There is no room for the devil in my thoughts,

words, or actions.
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14) I labor to produce only what is good, so that |
can serve others with my increase!

15) I guard every word that comes from my mouth.

16) My words never harm others, but instead build
them up in the ways of God.

17) I acknowledge that my words can impart God’s
grace, if used as God intended.

18) I also acknowledge that | can grieve the Holy
Spirit if | use my words to harm others and
cause them to distance themselves from God.

19) | choose to impart God'’s grace, so | refrain from
bitterness, rage, anger, arguments, slander,
gossip, and anything else that has evil intent.

20. 1 am instead kind, tender-hearted, and forgiving,
just like Christ!

C. Count Your days

(1) Step-by-step daily meditation to help you acknowledge the
immeasurable value of time and to practice godly use of it!
(@) Highlight *“But don’t forget this one thing, beloved,
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day.” (2 Peter 3:8)
1. “Lord, you have been our dwelling place for all

generations. Before the mountains were born, before
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you had formed the earth and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting, you are God. You turn man
to destruction, saying, “Return, you children of men.”
*For a thousand years in your sight are just like
yesterday when it is past, like a watch in the night.
You sweep them away as they sleep. In the morning
they sprout like new grass. In the morning it sprouts
and springs up. By evening, it is withered and dry.
For we are consumed in your anger. We are troubled
in your wrath. You have set our iniquities before you,
our secret sins in the light of your presence. For all
our days have passed away in your wrath. We bring
our years to an end as a sigh. The days of our years
are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty
years; yet their pride is but labor and sorrow, for it
passes quickly, and we fly away. Who knows the
power of your anger, your wrath according to the fear
that is due to you?” Psalms 90:1-11 WEBUS

a) Don’t waste even one moment... before you know

it, the day is gone (and to the Lord it’s like a
thousand years have disappeared!).
1) A thousand years in the sight of Yahweh are like

yesterday... they vanish in my sleep.
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2) The morning brings a new day to try again!

3) But if | waste the new day, by evening, | will feel
like my life has withered and dried up.

a. “Yet you don’t know what your life will be
like tomorrow. For what is your life? For you
are a vapor that appears for a little time and
then vanishes away.” James 4:14 WEBUS

b) Your years will come to an end with regret if...

1) We are consumed because of God’s anger.

2) We are troubled because of God’s wrath.

3) Our sins convict us when their secrets are
brought into the light of God’s presence.

4) All of our days will have been wasted defending
ourselves against God (what a complete waste
of time!).

5) If you do not humble yourself before the Lord,
pride will become your day job (and your years
will quickly end in sorrow!).

(b) Every day matters...every moment matters!
1. “So teach us to count our days, that we may gain a
heart of wisdom.” Psalms 90:12 WEBUS

(c) Benefits: if you choose to NOT waste your time...
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“Relent, Yahweh! How long? Have compassion on

your servants! Satisfy us in the morning with your

loving kindness, that we may rejoice and be glad all

our days. Make us glad for as many days as you have

afflicted us, for as many years as we have seen evil.

Let your work appear to your servants, your glory to

their children. Let the favor of the Lord our God be

on us. Establish the work of our hands for us. Yes,
establish the work of our hands.” Psalms 90:13-17
WEBUS

a) Yahweh will relent and show you compassion...

1)

2)

You will feel satisfied when you wake, instead of
feeling regret.

You will rejoice when you wake, instead of
feeling sorrow.

You will feel happy with how you spend your
time.

You will even feel like God will restore all those
wasted years.

You will step into God’s plan and purpose for
your life.

And... God’s favor will be upon you and He will

prosper the work of your hands.
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(2) Stop wasting your time listening to dribble...
(@) This includes endless teachings on bad doctrine!

1. “As I urged you when | was going into Macedonia,
stay at Ephesus that you might command certain men
not to teach a different doctrine, and not to pay
attention to myths and endless genealogies, which
cause disputes rather than God’s stewardship, which
is in faith. But the goal of this command is love from
a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith,
from which things some, having missed the mark,
have turned away to vain talking, desiring to be
teachers of the law, though they understand neither
what they say nor about what they strongly affirm.”
1 Timothy 1:3-7 WEBUS

a) But | would add that anything you listen to, watch,
or read about, “which cause disputes, dissension,
distractions, confusion, or cravings for more of the
same dribble,” rather than being good stewards of
God’s gift of time, are things to avoid completely.

(3) WHICH ALL LEADS BACK TO the importance of good
stewardship of your Resources, Talents, and Time: See all

three teachings in the Giving Series

(@) Don’t do this with your Resources, Talents, and Time!
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“He spoke a parable to them, saying, “The ground of
a certain rich man produced abundantly. He
reasoned within himself, saying, “What will | do,
because | don’t have room to store my crops?’ He
said, ‘This is what | will do. I will pull down my
barns, build bigger ones, and there I will store all my
grain and my goods. 1 will tell my soul, “Soul, you
have many goods laid up for many years. Take your
ease, eat, drink, and be merry.”” “But God said to
him, ‘You foolish one, tonight your soul is required
of you. The things which you have prepared—whose
will they be?” So is he who lays up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward God.”” Luke 12:16-21
WEBUS
a) Don’t waste even for one second believing you
can hoard your God-given resources, talents, or
time, and get away with it!

1) “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.
A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to
please their flesh, from the flesh will reap
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit,
from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not

become weary in doing good, for at the proper
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time we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up.” Galatians 6:7-9 NIV
4. A Life Lesson on the Wise Use of Time

A. Parable of the Talents: a Pastoral View (Matthew 25:14-30)

(1) A lesson on faithfully stewarding the time God gives you.
(@) [14-15 Time: Everyone has the same amount; Everyone
must spend all he has; none of it can be saved for
tomorrow]

1. [Y’shua] was [here for a period of time and then
went away to prepare a place for us]; [Before He
departed] He called three of His own servants and
[He told them that He had a very unique, valuable,
limited, and perishable gift for each of them]. To one
he gave [the gift of time], to another [also the gift of
time], and to a third [the same gift of time], to each
[He charged to manage His time properly] according
to his own ability. Then [Christ departed and left His
servants to prayerfully use their time wisely].

a) “Therefore watch carefully how you walk, not as
unwise, but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:15-16 WEBUS

(b) [16-18 Stewardship of God’s Time]

37 of 42



Immediately he who received [the first gift of time]
went and [used the time wisely], and [he spent his
days on godly things, serving God and serving
others]. In the same way, he who [had the second
gift of time spent his days on godly things, serving
God and serving others]. But he who received [the
third gift of time wasted it on the things of this
world and on things to satisfy his own pleasures].

a) “Therefore watch carefully how you walk, not as
unwise, but as wise, redeeming the time, because
the days are evil. Therefore, don't be foolish, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. Don’t be
drunken with wine, in which is dissipation, but be
filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs; singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord;”

Ephesians 5:15-19 WEBUS

(c) [19-24 Rewards for Wise Use of Time]

1.

“Now after a long time the Lord of those servants
came, and settled accounts with them. He who
received [the first gift of time] came and [testified
that he spent his days doing godly things, serving

God, and serving others], saying, ‘Lord, you [gave
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me time]. Behold, | have [used that time wisely and
to glorify You].” “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over
a few things, | will set you over many things. Enter
into the joy of your Lord.” “He also who had [the
second gift of time] came and said, ‘Lord, you [gave
me time]. Behold, | have [used that time wisely and
to glorify You. I spent my days doing godly things,
serving God, and serving others].” “His Lord said to
him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have
been faithful over a few things. | will set you over
many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.

a) “Walk in wisdom toward those who are outside,
redeeming the time. Let your speech always be
with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know
how you ought to answer each one.” Colossians
4:5-6 WEBUS

b) “If anyone speaks, let it be as it were the very
words of God. If anyone serves, let it be as of the
strength which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom belong the glory and the dominion forever

and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:11 WEBUS
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(d) [24-25 Poor Stewardship of Time]

1. “He also who had received [the third gift of time]
came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you that you are a hard
man, reaping where you didn’t sow, and gathering
where you didn’t scatter. I was afraid [so | wasted
your gift of time], and went away and [used the time
on the things of this world and on things to satisfy
my own pleasures, desires, and the lusts of my
flesh]. Behold, you have what is yours.

a) “Don’t love the world or the things that are in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the Father’s love
isn’t in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life
—isn’t the Father’s, but is the world’s. The world is
passing away with its lusts, but he who does God’s
will remains forever.” 1 John 2:15-17 WEBUS

(e) [26-30 Consequences for Poor Stewardship of Time]

1. “But the Lord answered him, ‘You wicked and
slothful servant [You know that the gift of time is a
unique, valuable, limited, and perishable gift and
you spent all of it to satisfy your own pleasures,
desires, and lusts of your flesh]. You knew that | reap

where | didn’t sow, and gather where | didn’t scatter.
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You ought therefore to have [at least done something
with your time that benefited others, something that
has eternal value]. [Now I will] take away [the rest of
your time; your time is up] and [l will bless those
who used their time in a godly way]. For to everyone
who has will be given, and he will have abundance,
but from him who doesn’t have, even that which he
has will be taken away. Throw out the unprofitable
servant into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

a) “For we are consumed in your anger. We are
troubled in your wrath. You have set our iniquities
before you, our secret sins in the light of your
presence. For all our days have passed away in
your wrath. We bring our years to an end as a
sigh. The days of our years are seventy, or even by
reason of strength eighty years; yet their pride is
but labor and sorrow, for it passes quickly, and we
fly away. Who knows the power of your anger,
your wrath according to the fear that is due to
you? So teach us to count our days, that we may

gain a heart of wisdom.” Psalms 90:7-12 WEBUS

[See Time Priority Worksheet on the Next Page]
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Assignment: TIME Priority Worksheet

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Mat. 6:21

How many hours and what % of time do you dedicate to...

Weekly Hours Current  Desired Plan

% = hours/168 % = hours/168

Sleep (include rest

Work (include travel)

School (include Homework)
Recreation
Entertainment
Relationships

Activities of Daily Living
Personal Development
Other ( )
Other ( )
Real Discretionary Time

Total Hours 168 168 168

What actions will you take to improve your expertise?
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